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TO SIR PAUL yODRElL, 

PHYSICIAN TO THE NABOB OF ARCOT, 

AND NOW RESIDING IN INDIA. 



Afy long valued FrUnd. 

The Life, which folkkvs thisl -has already 
met more than its due jBare of approbation. 
But the Jingularity of the character will alone 
make it matter of curiofity. In delivering 
dmon to others an account fo extraordinary ^ 

ft ■*. 

/ was anxious to infcribe it with a name that 
might well deferve remembrance. A name 
of more merit than yours, I do not know ; and 
fhould I here err, I am indeed miflaken in my 
judgment, for we have known each other du^ 
ring the period of our lives. We were boys 
together at Eton ; ftudents together at Cam- 
bridge; and zve travelled together through 
Scotland. 

The 
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The diflance which now divides us, removes 
from me all imputation of flattery here ; and 
the ufual homage of India, will make you 
tUnk zvhat I am now faying of you, but very 
cool commendation. 

This work, therefore, I infcrihe to you as 
a tribute of long frien^ip ; nor have I more 

to, add, than to fay, withfubmiffion, that while 

» 

you are taking care ^ of a Nabob, pray take 

care ^YOURSELF. 

. EDWARD TOPHAM. 



i ' • 



Cowflip Hall. Suffolk, , 
' January ab, i 790. 
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tJRING the life time of Mr* ELwes, 
I faid to him more than once, " / wouldi- 
write :1hs life.'' His anfwer was—" there is 
nothing in it^ Sir, worth mentioning." 

That I have been of a different opinion, 
my labours will fhew ; and if I have .any 
knowledge of History, or human Nature, 
it will form an.epocb^ inthe^BitWRAPHY of 
the , ei^tamtb century j that, fuchcharadlers 
lived, as thofe of Sir Hervey, aqd Mr* 
Ei^wEs, his nephew. Men voluntarily giv- 
ing up aU the bleflings of life to fave mo- 
ney, they knew not why; embracing po- 
verty and mortification as the beft lot of 
exigence ; and dying martyrs to that 
wealth, whofe accumulation . afforded no 
enjoyment. 

In 
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In giving the Life of Mr. Elwes to the 
woFld, fuch liave been the fentiments that 
have filled my mind. The defineation of 
charadters fuch as thefe, I confider as very 
moral in{lru6tion to mankind, and a leSbn 
more demonftrative of thfe perfe^ v&nity of 
um^d weaM), than haA hitherto been pre* 
fented to the public ; and fuch is the an- 
fwer I give to thofe, vvho may have 6b- 
ferved, ^^ YOU need not have told all thefe 
things/' 

An ^l^ervation fo trivial as thiS) would 
have (lopped^ had it been regarded, every 
ufeful and improving narrative that Timb 
or History has ddivered down to us. On 
fuch grounds even Livy, or Plutarcb, had 
never written: the delightful Memoirs of 
Sully, liftening to fuch objedlions, had 
never feen the light ; and all that aids 
Virtue, or marks .Vice, by the prefent- 
ment of recorded charadler, all. had been 
' ^ funk. 
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funk, without remembrance^ or benefit^ to 
tnankindl 

Such have been my reafons for publilh- 
ing the Life of Mr. Elwes ; and I fed 
pleafure^ that wlule I may have given thofc 
fmaller traits of a6tion which bed delineate 
chara3:er» I can truly and confcientioufly 
iay> I have not omitted one cii*cum{lance» 
in my memory^ that was honourable to 
the man whofe hiftory I have written. 

With this honefl afiurance> I prefent the 
Msmoiry thus reprinted, to the public. 
Thdr approbation of it, more kind, per- 
haps, than juft, has called for its re- 
publication. 

On doing this, I give it as a voluntary 
tribute to a bookseller of merit and di- 
ligence ; and I wilh him, unbenefitted my* 
felf , every fuccefs : but before I clofe this 
account, I ought not to omit the expreflion 
of my thanks to fome Members of the 

House 
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House of Commons, who favoured me with 
different anecdotes of Mr. Elwes, not en- 
tirely known to myfelf ; and ftill more par- 
tiailarfy to Thomas Ruggles, Efq. of 
SPA1NS-HAI.L, in the County of Essex, for 
the communication of fome very beautiful 
verfe, feen at the end of the Narrative ; and 
to Thomas Walford, 3Sfquire, of Clare; 
in the County of Suffolk, for the very 
complete Pedigree of the Elwes* Family^ 
which follows this work; and which his 
very accurate refearches into every intereft- 
ing anecdote, could alone have fupplied. * 
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X HE family name of Mr. Elwes was Meggot ; and as 
bis name was John^ the conjunSion of Jack Meggot^ 
made (bangers fometimes imagine that his intimates 
were addrefling him by an aflumed appellation. His 
father was a hrewer of great eminence. His dwelling- 
houfe and offices were fituated in Southwark ; which 
borough was formerly reprefented.in parliament by his 

B grand* 
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grand-father^ Sir George Meggpu Mr. Clowes is nqw 
in pofleiEon of the above premifes. He purchafed, dur- 
ing his life, the eflate ndw in poileffion of the family 
at Marcham» in Berkihire^ of the Calverts, who were 
in the fame line. The father died while the late Mr« 
Elwes was onljr four years old ; fo, little of the charac- 
ter of Mr. Elwes is to be attributed to him ; but from 
}he nuther it may be traced at once — for though (he waft 
left nearly one hundred thoufand pounds by her hufband-— 
fhtjlarved herfelfto death! 

The only children from the marriage above, yrete- 
Mr. Elwes, and a daughter who married the father 
of the late Colonel Timms — and from thence came 
ihe intail of fome part of the prefenteftate. 

At an early period of life he was fent to Weftmin- 

• « 

« 

fter School, where he remained for ten or twelve years. 
During that time he certainly had not mifapplied hi^ 
talents— ^for he wa& a good chJJicaJ fcholar to the laft 
•^and it is a cin:um{lance not a little remarkable^ 
dioug^ well authenticated, that he nev^r read after- 
wards. Nfevef wai he feert atiny period of bis fii-r 
ture life with a book, nor has he in all bis difimnt 
houfels now left behind him, books that would) wm 
they colleded together, fell for two pounds. His know- 
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ledge in accounts was fiill itiolief trifling — ^and in fome 
ineafure may account fisr the total ignorance he was 
always in as to his own affairs. 

' The contemporaries of Mr.Elwes, at Wcftminfter, 
were Mr. Worfley» late mafter of the Board of Works^ 
and the prefent Lord Mansfield ; who, at that time^ 
had no objedion to borrow all that yotmg Elwes even 
then would lend. His lordfhip, however, has fince 
changed his difpofition, though Mr. Elwes never al* 
tered his. 

From Weftminfter School, Mr. Elwes removed to 
Geneva, where he foon entered upon purfuits more 
agreeable to him -than ftudy. The riding-mafter of 
the academy there^ had then to boaft, perhaps, thret 
of the beft riders in Europe, Mr. Worfley, Mr. Elwesi 
and Sir Sydney Meadows. Of the three, Elwes was 
xeckoned the mod defperate: the young horfes were 
always put into his hands, and he was the rough-rider 
to the other two. 

During this peryd tfe was introduced to Voltaire, whom 
he (bmewhat reiembled in point of appearance: but 
though he has mentioned this circumftance, the genius^ 
the fortune 9 the character of Voltaire, never feemel to 
firike hioi— they were out of his contemplation, and 

J3a his 
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<his way : the hotfes in the riding-fchool he remember* 
cd much longer/ and their . refpeftive qualities made a 
much deeper impreflion on him. 
.• On his return to England, after an abfence of two 
or three yearsi he was to be introduced to his uncle, 
jthe late Sir Harvey Elwes, who was then living at 
Stoke, in SufFdk, perhaps the moft perfeA pi£fure of 
human penury that ever exifted^ The attempts of fav- 
ing money were,, in him, fp extraordinary, that Mr* 
Elwes, perhaps, never quite reached them, even at the 
Jaft period of his life. 

To Sir Harvey Elwes he was to be the heir, and of 
courfe it was requifite to pleafe him. On this account 
jit was, neceflary, even in old Mr* Elwes, to mafque- 
pde a little ; and as he was at that time in the world, 
and its affairs, he drefled like other people* This would 
not have done for Sir Harvey. So the nephew ufed to 
4lop at a ////// inn at Chelmsford, which he did not much 
like, and begin to drefs in charaBer^'^ pair of fmall 
fron buckles, worfled {lockings darned, a worn-out old 
coat, and a tattered waidcoat, were put on, and on-* 
wards he rode to vifit his uncle, who ufed to con- 
liemplate him with a mferable kind of fatisfa£Uon, and 
f<^med pleafed to find his heir attempting to come up 

with 
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with iHin in the race of a>^rice. There they would 
fiXr^faving pair! — ^with a fmgle ftick upfon the fire,; 
^d with one glafs of wine, occafion&llyy betwixt diemp 
talking of the extravagance of the times ; and when, 
evening Ihut in, they wpuld retire to reft--^ ^* going 
to bed faued candleMghtJ* ^ 

But the nephew had then^ what he had always — ^a 
very extraordinary appetite-i-and this would have been 
a monftrous piFence in the eye of' the uncle ; fo Mn 
Elwes was obliged to pick up a dinner (irft^ with 
fome neighbour in the country, and then return to Sir 
Harvey with a little diminutive appetite that ^^ c^\t9 
engaging^ . . 

A partridgey a ftnall puddings and a potatoe^ did the 
bufinefs ! and the fire was fuffered to go out while Sir 
Harvey vras at ' dinner, as eating wsis quite exercife 
enough. 

But as Mr. Elwes inherited from Sir Harvey a great 
part of the prefent fortune — fomewhat of their hiftories 
become nec^ffarily intermixed; and, I trud, a fmall 
digrellion to give the picture of Sir Harvey, will not be 
thought unamuflng or foreign to the fubje6l. He was, 
as may be imagined, a mod Angular chara£ter< — ^and 
the way in which be lived was not lefs fo. His feclu- 
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Hon from the world ne^fly reached that of an hertnit ^ 
sind could the extjfemity of his avlrice h^ve been ta^en 
Qut of the quBfUoiij a xnore blamelefs life wa9 never 
led.. 

Of this, chara ft e g .a fofvv: fingular circmnftances ihall 
be given:— -and to the men of modern times and mora 
diflipated manners; ufed tq hurry, and accdbmed to con- 
tinual variety^i-«iuch a iyftem of living as he purfued^ 
will fcanpely appear credible* But the piAure is tcai 
and curious. It will ferve to Oiew— ^< There is living 
out of Londoa''--T-and that a man may at lei^di fo 
eiedually retire into himfelf-fvthat there may remaiif 
little elfe but veg£TATIon in a human Jba^^ 
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Jl ROVIDENCE, perhaps^ has wifely ordered it, thaf 
Hbtpoffiffors of eflates ihould change like the fucceflion 
of feafons :«*the day of tillage and the feed time-^the 
harveft and the confumption of Jt<«— in due orderi follow 
^ch other ; and in the fcale of events^ are all neceflary 
alike^ This fucceflion was exenaplified in the charac- 
ter of Sir Harvey Elwes, who fucceeded to Sir 
Jervaise, a very worthy gentleman^ that had involved^ 
as far as they would go, all the edates be rpceiv^d and 
left behind him. On his death. Sir Harvey foui^d h|nii» 
felf nominally pofleflbd di Jtam thoufands a year, hot 
really with an income of ^i;?^ hundre4 pounds per annup\. 
He faid, on his arrival at Stoke, the family feat, /^ that 
never would he leave it till he had entirely cleared th^ 
paternal eflate ^" — and he livd to do that, and tq roalia^ 
above one hundred thoufand pounds in addition. 

But he was formed of the very materials to- i^afce 
perfe£t — the charaSter of a miser. Jo his yoi^th fap 

B4 had 
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had been given over for a con/umption, fo he had no 
conftitution and no pafliops, ^it vrzfi timid, fliy, and 
diffident in the extreme : of ^ thin, fparc habit of body, 

• 9 1 

and v^ithout a friend upon earth. 

As he had no acquaintance, no books, and no turn 
for reading— the hoarding up, and the counting, his 
inohey, was his greateft joy. The next to that v^ras — 
partridge fetting : at which he was fo great an adept, 
and game was then fo plentiful — that he has been khowii 

• • • 

'to take fiue hundred brace of birds in one feafon. But 
he lived upon partridges — ^he and his whole Jr///f haufc' 
i)oJd — confifting of one man and two maids. What 
they could not eat he turned out again, as hef never gave 
away any thing. 

During the partridge feafon, Sir Harvey and his man 
Tiever mifled a day, if the weather was tolerable — and 
^is breed of dogs being remarkable good, he feldom fail- 
-^ in taking great quantities of game. At all times, he 
.'wore a. black velvet cap much over his face — a worn- 
^ut full dreffed fuit of cloaths, and an old great coat, 
'with worfted ftockings drawn up over his knees. He 
rode a thin thorough- bred horfe, and *^ the horfe and his 

Wrr" both looked as if a guft of wind would have 

♦ 

•blown them awiay together. 
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• When the day was not fo fine as to tempt him 
abroad, he would walk backwards and forwaids in bis 
old hall, to £ive the expence of fire, 

« 

If a farmer in his neighbourhood came in, he would 
ftrike a light in a tinder-box that he kept by him, and 
putting one Jingle Jiick upon the grate, would not add 
another till the firft was nearly burnt out. 

As he had but little connexion with London, he al<p 
ways had three or four thoufand pounds at a time in his 
houfe. A fet of fellows, who were afterwards known 
by the appellation of the Thackflead gang — and who 
were all h^nged-r-formed a plan to rob him. They 
were totally unfufpefted at the time, as each had fome 
apparent occupation during the day, and went out only 
at night, and when they had got intelligence of any 
great booty^ 

It was the cuftom of Sir Harvey to go up into his 
bed-chamber at eight o'clock, where, after taking a 
bafon of water-gruelt by the light of a fmall fire, he 
went to bed-^-to fave the unneceffary extravagance of 
a candle. 

' The gang, who knew the hour when his fervant went 
to the ftable, leaving their horfes in a fmall grove on the 

"Eflex fide of the river, walked acrofs and hid themfelves 

« 
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in the^church porch^ till they faw the man come up to 
his horfes* They then immediately fell upon him^ and 
after fome little druggie they bound and gagged him;, 
they then ran up towards the houfe, tied the two maids 
togetber, and going up to Sir Harvey, prefented their 
piftols, and demanded his money* 

At no part of his life did Sir Harvey, ever behave fa 
iK^ell as in this tranfac^ion. When they alked for his 
money, he would give them no anfwer till th^y.had 
^fiiured him that his fervant, who was a great favourite, 
was fafe : — he then delivered them the key of a drawee 
in which was fifty guineas* But they knew, too well^ 
he had much more in the houfe, and again threatened 
his life, without he dj(i;:overed wher^ it was depofltjed. 
At length he fhewed th^m the pl^ce^ ,and they turn^ 
out a large drawer, where vftxtfiven and twenty hundred 
guineas. This th^y packed up in two large haQcets find 
aftually carried crfF. A , rohhery whUky fir Qj^ANTiTTf 
tf SPECIE, was perhaps never equaJkd^ On quitting 
him, they told him they (hould leav^ a m^n behind^ 
who would murder him if he moved for affi(lance» On 
vrhich he very coolly, and with ipme fimplicity, took 
out his watch which they had not afted for, and fai(^ 
^ gentlemen, I do not want to take any of you, therch 
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(ore, upon my honour, I will give you twenty minutea 
for your efcape : after that time, nothing ihali pr&ven^ 
m^ from feeing how my fervant does." He was as 
good as his word : when the time expired^ he went anc| 
untied the man ; but thbugh fome fearch was made by 
the village, the robbers were not difcovered* 

When, they were taken up fqme years afterwards 
for other oSenoes, and were known to be the men who 
lobbed. Sir Harvey, he would not appear againft them*. 

Mr. Harrington, of Clare, who was his lawyer, prefr 
fed him to go to Chelmsford to identify their perfons ; 
but nothing could perfuade him* ** No, np,' faid he ; 
f* I bave hfi ny money, and now you want me to hfe my 
Vimeidjor 

. Of what tenaperaoce can do. Sir Harvey was an in* 
(lance. At an early period of life he was giv^n over 
for a confumplion, and he lived till betwixt eighty and 
mmty years of age. 

Amongft th^ fe^ .acquaintances he bad, was an occa^ 
fional club at his own village of Stoke — and there were 
members of k, two baronet $ befideshimfelf, Sir Cord* 
well Firebras, and Sir John Baoiardifton. Howevier 
jich they were, the reckoning was always an objed of 
Iheir inveftigation. As they were one day fettlipg this 

difficult 
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difficult pointp an odd fellow, who was a member, 
called out to a friend who was pailing — '^ for heaven's 
fake ftep up flairs and affift the poor! here are three 
baronets worth a million of money quarrelling about a 
farthing V' 

When Sir Harvey died, the only tear that was drop- 
ped upon his grave, fell from the eye of his fervant, who 
had long and faithfully attended him. To that fervant 
he bequeathed a farm of 50L per annum, •♦ to him and 
to his heirs." 

; In the chaftity and abftinence of his life. Sir Harvey 
Elwes was a rival to Sir Ifaac Newton — for he woijld 
have held it unpardonable to have given-^ven his aft- 
feflions. And, as he faw no lady whatevcfr, he had 
but little chance of bartering them cpatrimohially for 
money. ... 

When he died, he lay in Jlate^ fuch as it was, at his 
feat at Stoke. Some of the.tenant$ obferved, with more 
•humour than decency, *• that it vvas well Sir Harvey 
could not fee it/* 

. On his death, his fortune, which had now become 

•iiromenfe, fell to his nephew, Mr. Meggot, who by 

will, was ordered to affuqEie the name and arms at 

Thus 
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Thus lived, and thus died* the uncle to old Mr. 
£lvires> wh6fe poflef&ons» at the time of his death, were 
fuppofed to be, at leaft /wo hum/red and fifty thoufand 
pounds^ and whofe annual expenditure was about me 

hundred and ten pounds ! 

However incredible this may appear, it is yet ftri£lly 
true; his cloaths coft him nothing, for he took them 
out of an old cheft, where they had lain fince the gay 

days of Sir Jervaife. 
Me kept his houfehold chiefly upon game, and iifli 

which he had in his own ^nds ; and the cows which 

grased before his own door, fumiihed milk, cheefe, and 

butter, for the little oeconomical houfehold. What fuel 

he did burn, his woods fupplied. 

Thole who have wiihed to find an excufe for the 
penury of Sir Harvey, have urged, that he had pafled 
(b long a period of his life alone, in recovering the eftate, 
that he could not again encounter the world ; and that 
his (hynefs was fo extreme that company gave him no 
pleafiire. 

To thofe who are continually courting the buIUe of 
(bciety, and the fever of public fcenes, it may be curious 
to learn, that here was a man, who had the courage to live 
nearly seventy years alone! 

That 
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That this was done without former Icenes to afibrd 
inatter for refie6lion or books to entertain ^ but in pur* 
fuing one ruling pailion — theamajjing unufed '^i.Ai.TH^ 

To the whole of this property Mr. Elwes fucceeded \ 
and it was imagined, that of his own, was not at that 
time very inferior. He got too an additional feat— but 
he got it, as it had been moil religioufly delivered down 
£3rages pad. The furniture was mod facredly antique) 
not a room was painted, nor a window repaired ; the 
beds above ftairs were all in canopy and date; where 
the worms and moths held their undiffairbed reign; 
and theroof of the houfe was inimitable for the climati 
rf Italy. 

In Ihort, the whole verified what was faid — " that 
nobody would live with Sir Harvey Elwes if they could 
—nor could if they would.'* 
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X HE contemplation of fuch a chara£ter as that 61 
Sir Harvey Elwes, affords a very mortifying and me* 
lancholy pidure of human infirmity. The contraft of 
To much weahhy and fo much abufe of it, is degrading 
to the human underftanding. But in return, it yet ha» 
its ufes. For let thofe vi^ho fancy there is a charm in 
riches, able to fix happinefs, here view all their inabi^ 
lity, and all their failure; and acknowledge, that the 
mind alone << makes or mars" our felicity. For who 
almoft would credit, that while the comforts, if not the 
luxuries of life, are fuppofed to confer happinefs, and 
be the foundation of our pleafures — ^who would credit 
that Sir Harvey Elwes, poflefled of two hundred andfifiy 
thou/and pounds, ihould live for above fixty years in fo* 
litude, to avoid the expence of company !— -fhould deny 
himfelf almoft /ire and candle /-^Should wear the cajh- 
9ff clothes of his predeceflbo and live in a houfe where 
the wind wa6 entering at every broken cafement, and 
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the rain defcending through the roof— voluntarily ira.- 
pofing on himfelf a condition little better than the pau* 
per of ah almS-houfe ! 

To this uncky zvA this property t Mr. Elwes fucceeded^ 
w^hen he had advanced beyond the fortieth year of his 
age. And for fifteen years previous to this period, it 
was, that he was known in the fafliionable circles of 
London* He had always a turn for play^ and it was 
only late in life, and from paying always, and not al- 
ways being paidf that he conceived difguil at the in- 
dication* 

The acquaintances which he had formed at Weft- 
minfter School^ and at Geneva^ together with his own 
large fortune, all confpired to introduce him into what- 
ever fociety he bed liked. He was admitted a member 
of the club at Arthur's, and various other clubs of that 
period. And, as fome proof of his notoriety at that 
time, as a man of deep play — Mr. Elwes, the late Lord 
Robert Bertie, and fome others, are noticed in a fcene 
in the Adventures of a Guinea , for the frequency of their 
midnight orgies. Few men, even from his own ac- 
jcnowledgement, had played deeper than himfelf ; and 
wdth fuccefs more various. I remember hearing him 
fay, he had once played two days and a night without 

inter- 
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intermifnon : and the room being a fmall one> the party 
were nearly up to the knees in cards. He loft fome 
thoufands at that fitting. The late Duke of Northum- 
berland was of the party— who never would quit a 
table where any hope of winning remained. 

Had Mr. Elwes received all he won, he would have 
been the richer by fomq thoufands^ for the mode in 
which he pafTed this "part of his life: but the vowels of 
I. O. U. were then in ufe, and the fums that were 
owed him, even by very noble names, were not liquidated. 
On this account he was a very great lofer by play; 
and though he nbver could, or perhaps would, afcer- 
tain the fum, I know from circumftances fince, that it 
was very confiderable. The thecMy which he profefted^ 
** that it was imp^ile to ajk a gentleman for money,** 
he perfefUy confirmed by the pradice; and he never 
violated this feeling to the lateft hour of his life. 

On this fubjeA, which regards the manners of Mr* 
Elwes, gladly I feize an opportunity to fpeak of them 
with the praife that is their due. They were fuch— 
fo gentle^ fo attentive^ fo gentlemanly, and fo engaging^ 
that rudenefs could not ruffle them> nor ftrong ingrati-* 
tude break their obfervance. He retained this peculiar 
feature of the old court to the laft > but he had a praife 
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far beyond this ; he had the moft gaUant difregard of 
his own perfon, and all <are about hinHelf, I ever wit- 
nefled in man. The inftances in youngb: life, in thA 
inoft imminent perfonal hazardi are innumerable: but 
when age had defpoiled him of his aAivity, and might 
have rendered care and attention about him£bl$ natural, 
he knew not what they were. He wifiied no oile to 
affift him — *« He was as young as ever — ^hc could walk 
—he could ride— *and he could dance ; and he hoped 
he ihould not give trouble, even when he was oM.'* 

He was, at that time^frventy-Jlvi. 

As an illuftration of this, an anecdote, however tri^ 
vial, may be pardoned. He v^as at this time Jeventy* 
fhree^ and he would walk out a (hooting with me to 
fee whether a pointer, I at that time valued much, 
was as jgpod a dog as fome he had had in the time of 
Sir Harvey. After vralking for fume hours, much un- 
fatigudd, he determined againft the dog, but with all 
due ceremony. A gentleman who was out with us, 

9 

and who was a very indiflerent fliot, by iSring at ran* 
dom, lodged two pellets in the cheek of Mr. Etwes, 
who flood by me at the time. The blood appeared, 
ftnd the (hot certainly gave him pain; but when the 
gentleman came to make his apology and profefs his 
" ^ ^ forrow-— 
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forrow — «* My Aar Sir" faid the old man, ** / give 
you joy on your improvement-— I knew you would hii 
fomething iy and by.*^ 

In this part of his charader, nothing could be mord 
jplcafant than was Mr. Elwes: it was the pecuniary 
part which ruined, as the Dramatifi would fay, " the 
Rage effe6l of the whole thing." 

Recurring, however, from this momentary digreflion 
to the fubjeft which we left, (the Jcenes of play in 
which Mr. Elwes had been formerly engaged] it is 
curious to remai-k, how he then contrived to mingle 
fmall attempts at faving, with obje£b of the mod un<^ 
bounded diflipation. After fitting up a whole night 
^t play for thoufands, with the moft fafhionable and 
profligate men of the time, amidft fplendid rooms, 
gilt fophas, wax lights, and waiters attendant on his 
call, he would walk out about four in the morning, 
not towards home, but into Smithfield! to meet his 
own cattle, which were coming to market from Thay- 
don-hall, a farm of his in Eflex. There would this 
fame man, forgetful of the fcenes he had juft left, {land 
in the cold or rain, bartering with a carcafs butcher 
for a /hitting! Sometimes whoa the cattle did not ar- 
rive at the hoyr .he expelled, he would walk on in ^ 
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mire to meet them ; and^ more than once, has gone 
on foot the whole way to his farm without flopping, 
which was feventeen miles from London, after fitting 
up the whole nights 

Had every man been of the mind of Mr. Elwes, the 
race of innkeepers muft have periihed, and poji chaifes 
have been returned back to thofe who made them ; for 
it was the bufinefs of his life to avoid both. He always 
travelled on horfeback. To fee him fetting out on a jour- 
ney, was a matter truly curious ; his firft care was to put 
two or three eggs, boiled hard, into his greatcoat pocket, 
or any fcraps of bread which he found — baggage he 
never took-— then, mounting one of his hunters, his next 
9ittention was to get out of London, into that road where 
^turnpikes were the feweft. Then, flopping under any 
iedge where gj^afs prefented itfelf for his horfe, and a 
littfe water for himfelf, he would fit down and refreih 
himfelf and his horfe together— here prefenting a new 
.fpecies of bramin, worth five hundred thoufand pounds, . 

The chief refidence of Mr. Elwes, at this period of 

his life, was in Berkfliire, at his own feat at Marcham, 

♦Here it was he had two (bns born who inherit the greateft 

.part of his property, by a will made aboutthe year 1785. 

He failed not however, at this time, to pay very frequent 
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vifits to Sir Harvey, his uncle, and ufed to attend him 
in his daily amufement of partridge fetting. Mr. Elwes 
was then fuppofed to have fome of the beft fetting dogs 
in the kingdom — their breed and colour were peculiar — 
they were of a black tariy and more refembled a hound 
than a fetter. As a proof of their ftrength and fpeed, 
Mr. Elwes once told me, that one of them, in following 
him to London, hunted all the fields adjoining the road—* 
a diftance of fixty miles. 

On the death of his uncle, Mr. Elwes then came to 
refide at Stoke, in Suffolk. Bad as was the manfion- 
houfe he found here, he left one ftill worfe behind him 
at Marcham, of which the late Colonel Timms, his 
nephew, ufed to mention the following proof. A few 
days after he went thither, a great quantity of rain fellv 
in the night — ^he had not been long in bed befi^re he 
felt himfelf wet through ; and putting his hand out of 
the cloaths, found the rain was dropping through the 
ceiling upon the bed — ^he got up and moved the bed; but 
he had not lain long before he found the fame inconve- 
nience. Again he got up, and again the rain came down. 
At length, after pufliing the bed quite round the room, 
he got into a corner where the ceiling was better fecured, 
and he flept till morning. When he met his uncle at 
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breakfaft» he told him what had happened — ** Aye ! aye!" 
laid the old man, •* / dan*t mind it rnyjelf; but to thofe 
who doy thafs a nice comer in the rain /*' 

On coming into Suifblk, it was that Mr. Elwes firft 
began to keep fox-hounds; and his ftable of hunters, at 
that time, was faid to be the befl in the kingdom. OC 
the breed of his horfes he was fure, becaufe he bred them 
himfelf ; and, what never happens at prefent, they werq 
not broke in till they were fix years old* 

The keeping fox-hounds was the only inftance, in the 
whole life of Mr. Elwes, of his ever facrificing money 
to pleafure, and may be feleded, as the only period when 
he forgot the cares, the perplexities, and the regret, which 
his wealth occafioned. But even here every thing wa$ 
done in the mod frugal manner. Scrub, in the Beaux 
Stratagem, when compared with Mr. Elwes' huntfman, 
had an idle life of it. 'Y\iV^famoui hunt/man might have 
]fixed an epoch in the hiftory ofjervants ; for, in a morn- 
ing, getting up at four o'clock, he milked the cows — ^he 
then prepared breakfaft for Mr. Elwes, or any friend^ 
)ie might have with him: then, flipping on a greea 
coatt he hurried into the ftable, faddled the horfes, got 
&e houixls out of the kennel, and away they went into 
the field* After the fatigues of bunting, he rrfrejhed himr 
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felf by nibbing down two or three horfes as quickly as 
he could ; then running into the houfe to lay the cloth, 
and wait at dinner ; then hurrying again into the (table 
to feed the horfes—^liverfified with an interlude of the 
cows again to milk, the dogs to feed, and eight hunters 
to litter down for the night. What may appear extra- 
ordinary, the man lived for fome years, though his mafter 
ufed often to call him << an idle dog! and fay, ** be 
wanted to ie paid for doing nothing T* 
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T h^s been remarked, that Mr. Elwes was one of the 
bed gentleman riders in the kingdom* Sir Sydney Mea^* 
dows, who is the law upon this fubjed^ always allowed 
it. His knowledge in horfes was in no way inferior; 
andy therefore, while he rode before the whole county 
of Suffolk, the horfes he rode were the admiration of 
every body. As no bad proof of this, he had offered him 
for one of his hunters the fum pf three hundred guineas, 
and for another two hundred and fifty ; a fum in thofe 
days almofl incredible, when a very good horfe might be 
bought for fifteen pounds. 

To modern fport/men, accuflomed to warm cloathing 
and hot flables, his manner of treating them may appear 
lingular. As foon as they were perfectly dry after hunt- 
,ing» if the weather was clear, he always turned them out 
for two or three hours, let the cold be ever fo intenfe. 
Thus they walked off the ilifFnefs occafloned by fatigue, 

and 
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ftnd preferved their feet— -and to this he attributed their 
being able to carry him when one of them was twenty- 
two years old* 

To Mr. Elwes, an inn upon the road, and an apothe- 
cary's bill, were equal fubjeds of averfion* The words 
<« give,'* and *' p^y/* were not found in his vocabulary; 
and therefore, when he once received a very dangerous 
kick from one of his horfes, who fell in going over a leap, 
nothing could perfuade him to have any afliftance. He 
rode the chace through, with his leg cut to the bone ; 
and it was only fome days afterwards, when it was fear- 
ed an amputation would be neceflary, that he confented 
to go up to London, and, hard day ! part with fome mo- 
ney for advice* 

No hounds were more killing ones than thofe of Mr. 
Elwes. The wits of the country ufed to fay, " it muft 
te fo, or they would get nothing to eat." In truth, it 
may be credited they lived but fparingly ; though fcarce- 
ly will it be believed by the MeyncUs, the Cokes, and 
Pantons of the prefent day, that the whole fox-hunting 
eftablilhment of Mr. Elwes, huntfman, dogs, and horfes, 
did not cofl him three hundred pounds a year! 

In the fummer, they always pafled their lives with the 
different tenants, where they had " more meat and lefs 
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work ; " and were c<4le^d together a few days before 
the ieafoQ begaia« 

During this time, while he kept hounds, and which 
confqmed a peripd of nearly fourteen years, Mr* Elwes 
aloioft totally refided at Stoke, in SuiFolk* From thence 
^9 made frequent excurfions to Newmarket— but h« 
sever engaged on the turf* 

A kindnefs however, which he performed there, fbould 
90t pafs away without remembrance. 

Lord Abingdon, who was ilightly known to Mr. Elwe$ 
in Berkihire, had made a match for feven thoufand pounds, 
which it was fuppoied he would be obliged to forfeit, 
from an inability to produce the fum, though the odds 
were greatly in his favour, Unaiked, ujiiblicited, Mr. 
£lwes made him an oiier of the money, which he ac- 
cepted, and won his engagem^t. The generofity of this 
»6l no one will deny ; but it was the fate of Mr* Elwes 
to combine fome great actions with a meannefs fo extra^^ 
ordinary, that he no longer appeared one and the fame 
perfon* 

The anecdote which accompanied it, I had not long 
ago from a clergyman, on whole authority I can place 
the mod perfed reliance. 

On the day wh^ this match was to be nvi, he h^d 
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Sg^ceed to acco^op^ny Mr« Elwes to fee the fate of it« 
They wece to go^ as. was the cuftom of Mr. Elwes, oi| 
borfeback, and were to fet out at feven in the morning. 
Imagiaing they were to breakfaft at Newmarket, tho 
gentleman took no refiefl^ment, and away they went«, 
They reached Newmarket about eleven, and Mr. Elwe^ 
began to bufy himfelf, in.enquiries and converfation, tiU 
twelve, when the match was decided in favour of Lord 
Abingdon. He then thought they (hould move off to tho 
town, to take fome breakfaft; but old Elwes ftill conti* 
nued riding about, till three, and then four arrived. At 
which time the gentleman grew fo impatient, that he 
mentioned fomething of the hen air of Newmarket Heathy 
and the comforts of a good dinner — " Fery true,** faid 
old Elwes, ** very true—fo here, do as I dor^^-^ffering 
him at the fame time, from his great-coat pocket, a piecQ 
of an old crujbed pancah, which, he faid, he had brought 
from his houfe at Marcham, two months before — ^but 
" that it was as good as new.** 

The fequel of the ftory was, that they did not reach 
liome till nine in the evening, when the gentleman was 
fo tired, that he gave up all refrefiiment but reft! and old 
Elwes, having hazarded feven thou/and pounds in the 
roomings went happily to bed with the refledion — ^he ha4 
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faved three /hillings! Such were the extraordinary con- 
tradiftions of this extraordinary man ! But not amongft 
ftrangers alone, was money with him the deareft ob- 
jeft of his life. He had brought with him his two fons 
\ eut of Berkihire, and certainly if he liked any thing, it 
was thefe boys. But no money would he lavifli on their 
education; for he declared, that << putting things into 
people's heads, was the fure way to take money out of 
their pockets.'* 

• From this mean, and almoft ludicrous defire offavingf 
no circumftance of tendernefs or afFeftion— no fentiinent 
of forrow or compaflion, could turn him afide. The 
more diminutive the objeft feemed, his attention grew 
the greater; audit appeared as if Providence had formed 
him in a mould that was miraculous, purpofely to 
exemplify that trite faying — " penny wife, and pound 
foolifh.'* 

That Mr. Elwes was not troubled with too much 
natural atFedion, the following little anecdote will tef- 
tify. One day he had put his eldeft boy upon a ladder^ 
to get fome grapes for the t^ble^ when,' by the ladder flip- 
ping, he fell down, and hurt his fide againft the end of 
it. The boy had the precaution to go up into the village 
to the barber, and get blooded: on his return, he was 

aiked 
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aiked where he had been, and what was the matter with 
his arm? He told his father that he had got bled-— 
" Bled! Bled!" faid the old gentleman, " but what 
did you give?" — " A fliilling/* anfwered the boyi— * 
<* Piha!" returned the father, " you are a blockhead ! 
never part with your blood !'* 

From the parfimonious manner in which Mr. Elwes 
now lived, for he was faft following the footfteps of Sir 
Harvey, and from the two large fortunes of which he was 
in pofleffion— riches rolled in upon him like a torrent.—. 
And had he been gifted with that clear and fertile head, 
which patient in accumulation, and fruitful in difpodtion^ 
knows how to employ as well as accumulate — ^which 
working fnmi principal to interefl: — by compounding, 
forms a principal again — and makes money generate it- 
felf ; had he pofleiTed fuch a head as this, his wealth 
would have exceeded all bounds. But Nature, which 
fets limits to the ocean, forbade, perhaps, this mondrous 
inundation of property: and as Mr. Elwes knew almoft 
nothing of accounts, and never reduced his affairs to wri- 
ting — he was obliged, in the difpofal of his money, to 
truft much to memory — to the fuggeftions of other peo- 
ple ftill more. Hence every perfon who had a want or 
si/chcme, with an apparent high intereft — ^adventurer or 
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fconcfft it fignified not — all was prey to him ; and he Twdxn 
tinSuX. like the enormous pike, which, ever voracious afti 
dn&tisfief), batches at every thii^, till it is itfelf caught! 
•■•Hence are to be reckoned, vifions of diftant property 
kk America ^ phantoms of annuities On lives that could 
never pay; and bureaus filled with bonds di pnmtfing 
peers and members, long diftntmbered of all property. I 
do not exa^erate wh«i I fay, I believe Mn Elwes loH 
ki this manner, during his life, full om hundred and fiftf 
thmijand potmdi ! 

But perhaps in this ordination. Providence was alU 
wife* In the life of Mr. Elwes, the luxuriant foorcet 
«f indoftry or enjoyment all ftood ftill* He encouraged 
BO art; he beftowed not on any improvement; he AHq* 
fed ito bieflings around him ; and the diflrefled received 
nothing from his hand. What was got from him^ was 
only obtained from his want of knowledge — ^by know- 
fedge that was fuperior; and knaves and fiiarpers might 
have lived upon him, while poverty and honefty wouM 
have ftarved. 

But not to the offers of high intereft alone, were his 
cars open. The making him trifling preferrts, or doing 
bufmefs for him for nothing— were Kttle fnug allure* 
hients which, in the hands of the needy, always drew him 

on 
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on to a loan of money, A fmall wine merchant who 
hud thefe views — ^bej^d his acceptance of fome very 
fnewine, and in a ihort tiiiCie obtained the lo^ of fomd 
bimdred pounds. 

Old Elwes ufed ever after to fey, ** // vjosj indeed^ 
very fine wine, fot It coft him twenty pounds a bottk!*^ 

Thus was there a reflux of fome of that wealth, which 
he was gradually denying himfeif every comfort to amafs« 
For in the penufy of Mr. Elwes, there was fomething 
diat feeined like a judgment from heaven. All earthly 
comforts he voluntarily denied himfeif: he would walk 
home in the rain, in Londeh, fooner than pay a {hilling 
for a coach : he would fit in wet clothes fooner than hzvt 
a fire to dry them : he would eat his provifions in the laft 
Ibge of putreffadibn iboner than have a frefh joint from 
the butcher*s: and he wore a wig for abovt a fortnight^ 
which I faw him pick up Out of a rut in a lane where we 
were riding. This Was the hSk extremity of laudable 
oeconomy ; for, to all appearance, it was the caft off wig 
of fomebeggarl — ^The day in which I firft beheld him 
in this ornament, exceeded all power of farCe, for he had 
lorn a brown coat, which he ^nerally wor6, and had 
been obliged to have recourfe to the old cheft of Sir Jer- 
Vaife, from whence he had feledkd a fulUdrefTed gr^n 
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velvet coat, with flafli fleeves: and there he fat at dinner 
in boots, the aforefaid green velvet, his own white hair 
appearing round his face, and this black (Iray wig at the 
top of all A Captain Roberts, who was with us at the 
timei and who had a great refpeiSt for Mr. Elwes^ was 
yet unable to fit at dinner for laughing* 

When this inordinate paflion for faving did not inter- 
fere, there are, upon record, fome kind offices, and very 
a£live fervice, undertaken by Mr. Elwes. He would go 
&r and long to ferve thofe who applied to him: and give 
— ^however ftrange the word from him — ^would give hina- 
felf great trouble to be of ufe* Thefe inftances are gra- 
tifying to feled — it is plucking the fweet briar and the 
rofe from the weeds that overfpread the garden. 

When Mr. Elwes was at Ma^cham, two very ancient 
maiden ladies, in his neighbourhood, had, for fome neg-* 
Ie£l, incurred the difpleafure of th^ fpiritual court, and 
were threatened with immediate " excommumcation,'^-^ 
The whole import of the word they did not perfeftly 
underftand, but they had heard fomething about ftanding 
in a church, and a penance ; and their ideas immediately 
ran upon a white Jbeet. They concluded, if they once 
got into that, it was all over with them ; and as the ex« 
communication was to take place the next day, away 

they 
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they hurried to Mr. Elwes, to know how^thcy could 
make fubmiifion, and how the fentence might be pre- 
vented. No time was to be loft. Mr. Elwes did that 
which, fairly fpeaking, not one man in five thoufand 
would have done ; he had his horle faddled, and putting, 
according to ufual cuftom, a couple of hard e^ in his 
pocket, he £it out for London that evening, and reaphed 
if early enough the next morning to notify the fubmiffioa 
of the culprit damfds. Riding 60 mites in the ni^t. Of 
confer a favour on two antiquated virgins, to whom he 
had no particular obligation, was really what not one 
xean in fivethoufaiid would have done: but where per** 
ibnal fatigue comld /erve, Mr. Elwes never fpared it* 
, Th(^ ladies were fo overjoyed — fo thankful : So much 
trouble and expence ! — ^What returns could they make I 
,To eaie their confciences on this head, an old Irifli 
gendeman, their neighbour, who knew Mr. Elwes's 
mode of travelling, wrote thefe words — *« My Dears; 
is it expence you are talking of i — fend him Jix-^pence, 
and he gains twopence by the journey 1 
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NUMBER Vin. 

X HE charadfef of an impartial and upright country 
magjftratey is the beft charader which the country knows^ 
What a lawgiver is to a date, an -intelligent magiftrate 
is, in a lefs degree, to the difiriB where he refides. Such 
a magiftrate was Mr. Elwes, while he refidcd in Berk- 
(hire ; and it was almoft totally owing to this beft of re* 
commendations, that an oflfer was made to him after^^ 
Wards, of bringing him in as rcprefentative for the 

county. 

The profpeft of a contefted elcfiion, betwixt two 
moft refpeaable families in Berklhire, firft fu^fted the 
idea of propofing a third perjpfty who might be unob- 
jcaionable to both parties. The ferjm thus propofed, 
was Mr. Elwei ;. and the county were obliged to Lord 
Craven for the propofition. 

It was at this period, that Mr. Elwes was pafling^ 
amongft his 'horfes and his hounds, fome rural occupa- 
tions, and his country neighbours — the happieft hours of 

his 
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his life — ^hours which no fotiire fitoation ever recalled— 
hoars in which alone he ftole from die perplexities which 
his weahh occafioned him afterwards; and where he for>- 
gpty for a timefy that ftrange anxiety znd continued irrita^ 
tion about his money-^and that, which I know not how 
better to denominate, than by calling it the infantty of 
faoing! 

But as his wealth was accumulating &ft, various were 
the people who were kind enough to make applications 
to employ it for him. Some, very obligingly, would 
trouble him with nothing more than their Jimple bmd — 
others ofiei^ him a fcheme of great advantage, with <' a 
fmall rifque and a certain profit," which as certainly 
turned out the reverfe — and others propofed " tradls 6f 
lands in America, and plans that were fure of fuccefs.'* 
But amidft thefe kind effers^ the fruits of which Mr. 
Elwes long felt and had to lament, fome pecuniary ac- 
commodations virere not befiowed amifs, and enabled 
the borrowers to purfue induftrj into fortune, and form 
a fettkment for life; and, it is to be mentioned, to the 
praUe of Mr. Elwes, that in all the various fums which 
he lent, in the courfe of a long life, not one ufurious 
contrad or improper advantage taken^ lives in the re- 
membrance of any body. 

Da This 
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This,, in the.cdJMiMA of atoadn liviog only to am^Js 
money, is peculiar px$ik\ in& while bddihg the-ften 
of a faithful biogr^phcfi I am forced to .ffedoUnt cir-r 
cumftances I cannot <!bmix)end-i-a liioft unpardonable 
omiflion (hould I efteem it, were I to omit theijecord of 
an adion, that in fome nieafure ihould ihiield. this part 
of hischara£ter from reproach; which claims ^ merit* 
becaufe the reverfe might have been expedled,; and 
proves that his avarice confided not in hardhearted^iefs^ 
but in felf-denialtf 

Mr. Elwes, from his fgther, Mr. Meggot, hari in- 
herited fome property in houfes in London ; particularly 
about the Haymarket, not far from which old Mr. Elwes 
drew his firft breath-— for, by his regifter, it appears, hfi 
was born in St. James's parifli. To this. property he 
began now to add, by ecgagements with one of the 
Adams^ about buildipg, which he iiicreafed from year 
to year, to a vqry large extoitw Great part of Marybooe 
foon called him her. founder. Portland-place and.,Port- 
man-fquare, the ridingJiobfes and ftables of the teoo'nd 
troop of life guards, and buildings too numerous to namep 
all rofe out of his pocket; and had not Lord North and 
his American war kindly put a. flop to this rage of mif- 
ing houfes, much of the property he then, pofleffed 

would have been laid out in bricks and mortar. 

The 
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The extent of his property in houfes foon grew lb 
great, ihat hh became, (torn balculation, kis own infunrt 
and he ftood to aH his lofles by donfiagrationsi Ha (bon> 
therefore, became ^phikfophtr uponjire: and I lemem- 
ber welif'on a 'pubUc-houfey bdongtng to himv heii^ 
confumed, that he faid, with -great compoftiie^'^ Well, 
well, the^ is no great harm done : the tenant never paid 
me ; and I ihould not have got quit of him fo quickly 
in any other way." ^ ' . 

In poffeffions fo large, of courfe it would happen that 
(bme of the houfes were without a tenant ; and, therefore^ 
it was the cuftom of Mr. Elwes, whenever he went to 
London, td occupy any of thefe premifes which might 
happen to be vacant, He had thus a new way of feeing 
London and its inhabitants— ^for he travelled in this man- 
ner from ftreet to ftreet ; and whenever any body chofe 
to take the houfe where he was, he was always ready to 
move into any 'other. He was frequently an itinerant 
for a night* 5 lodging: and though mafter of above an hun- 
dred houfes, he never wiflied to reft his head long in any 
Jie chofe to call his own. A couple of beds, a couple of 
chairs, a' table, and an old woman, were all his furniture; 
and he. moved them about at a minute^s warning. Of 
all-theik moveables, the old womaawos the only one that 

D 3 gave 
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^ve faini trouble, fonihe wsis afflidled with a lamenefs 
nhat shade it ctifficult Co gdt heir about quUe fo fad as he 
choie; and thea the colds ihe took were amazing ! for 
fotnetimes (he was in a fmall houfe in the Haymarket ; 
9t another in a great houfe in Portland-pIace«; fometimes 
in a little room and a cx)al fiie; at other times with a 
few chips, which the carpenters had left, in rooms of 
moft fplendidy but frigid dimenfions, and with a little 
oiled paper in the windows for glafs. In truth, fhe per- 
fedly realized the words of the Pfalmift-^for, though the 
old woman might not be wicked, flie certainly was <^ here 
to-day, and gone to-morrow." 

The (bene which terminated the life of this old wo- 
man, is not the leaft (ingular among the anecdotes that 
are recorded of Mr. Elwes. But it is too well authen- 
ticated to be doubted. I had the circumflance related to 
jne by the late Colonel Timms himfelf. 

Mr. Elwes had come to town in his ufual way— and 
taken up his abode in one of his hou(es that were empty* 
Colonel Timms, who wilhed much to fee him, by fome 
accident was informed that his uncle was in London; 
but then how to find him was the difficulty. He enqui- 
led at all the ufual places were it was probable he might 
be heard of: he went to Mr. Hoare's, his banker— ta 
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the Mount CoSee-houfe-^btxt no tidings were to be heard 
of him. :^ Not many days afterwardfi, however, he learnt 
from a^pcrfon wbpm he met aqcidentallyf that they had 
feen Mr. Elwes going into an uninhabited houfe in Great 
Marlborough-ftreet. This was fome due to Colonel 
Timms ; and away he went thither. As the belt niodp 
pf infonnation, he got hold of a chairman — but no intel- 
ligence cqalct he gain of a gentleman called Mr. Elwes^ 
Colonel Timms then defcribed his perfon — but no gen$k* 
man had b^n feen, A^*%, howeveri recoUededthat 
he had feei^ a poor old man opening the door of the da* 
ble, and locking it after him ; and from every defcriptipni 
it agieed with the perfon of old Mr. l^Iwes. Of courfe« 
Colonel Timms went to the houfe ;-^h^ knocked very 
loudly at the door— ^'but no one a^fwered. Some of the 
neighbours faid they had ieeii fuch a man, but no anfwef 
could be obtained from the houfe. On this added infom^-* 
ation, however. Colonel Timms refdved to have tho 
liable door opened, and a blackfinith was fent for — an4 
they entered die houfe together. In the lower parts of 
it— all was fliut and filent. On afoending the ftair-caic 
however, they heard the moans of a perfon, feemingly 
in dl(be& They went to the diamber-<^-^nd there, upon 
an old paling bedy lay flretcbed out, feemingly in death, tU 
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'fgufeofcAA Mr. Eiwes; ' For fome time he feeiried in* 
fenfible that any body was near him ; but ohrhmt cot- 
^ials being adminiftered by -a nd^bouHng ap'cithecary, 

w 

who was fent for, he recovered enough to fey — «« That 
he had, he believed, been ill for two or three days/ and 
that there was an oKl woman in the boufej but for fome 

• • • • • 

leafon or other flie had itot been near hihi. That flie 
had been ill herfelf, but that (he had got well, he' fup- 
pofed, and gone away." 

' On repairing to the garrets, they found the ^/i/tw- 
man — the companion of , all his movementis, and the 
partner of all his journeiys-— ftretched out lifekfs on a rug 
upon the floor. To all appearances ihe had • beeil dead 
about two days. -: . ' 

Thus died the fervant ; and thus would have died, but 
for the providential difcovery of him by Col<Hiel Timms, 
old Mr. Elwes, her matter ! And let politicians hold 
forth, after this, on the bleflings of a •■* land of plenty ;** 
let nioraliAs ^eafon on the proper ufes of ^wealth — ^and 
here ihati they view an ekifting example which fhall 
baffle all their^h^ry^ A fnoihiry in Mrs. Me^t, who, 
poflWflIng one hundi^d ihoufand founds^ ftarved herfelf to 
death : — and her foft, v^hb certainly was then i^orth hti^ 
'a puUion, nearly dying in hU own hopfe^for want! 
- . . With 
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With all his penury, Mr. Elwes was not a hard land- 
lord, and his tenants lived caftly under him. If they 
wanted any repairs, however, they were always at liberi^ 
to do it for themfelves ; for what may be ftyled the f;;w* 
forts of a houfey were unknown to him. And what he 
allowed not to himfelf, it could fcarcejy be expcded he 
would give to others, 

Mn Elwes had now refided about thirteen years in Suf- 
folky ^^len the conteft for BerkOiire prefented itfelf on thi 
dijfolution ^f the parliament : and when, to preferve the 
peace of that county, he was nominated by Lord Craven, 

Mr. Elwes, though he had retired from public bufinets 
for fome years, had ftill left about him fome of the feeds 
of more adive life, and he agreed to the propofal. It 
came fartlier enhanced to him, by the agreement, that he 
was to be brought in by the freeholders for nothing. I 
believe all he did was dining at the ordinary at Abingdon ; 
and he got into parliament for eighteen-pence ! 

On being elected member for Berkfhire, he left Sufiblk^ 
and went again to his (eat at MarcHam. His fox-hounds 
he carried along w^ith him ; but finding his time would» 
in all probability, be much employed, he refolved to 
relinquifli his hounds ; and they were fhortly after 
given avvay to fome farmers in that neighbourhood. 

Though 
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Though a new man,, Mr. Elwes could not be called a 
young number^ for he was at this time nearly fixty years 
old, when he thus entered on public life. But he was 
in poileflioB of all his activity ; and preparatory to his 
appearance on the boards of St. Stephen's Chapel, hq 
ufed to attend conftantly, during the races and other pub- 
lic meetings, all the great towns where his voters refided* 
At the different aflemblies be would dance amongft the 
youngeft to the laft, after riding over on horfeback, and 
frequently in the raint to the place of meeting, 

A gentleman who was one night ftanding by, obfervf 
ed on the extraordinary agility of fo old a man-r-'^ O! 
that is nothing," replied another, " for Mr. Elwes to do 
this, rode twenty miles in the rain, with his (hoes ihick 
into his boots, and his bag-wig in his pocket.'* 
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XjlT a period when men, in general, retire from pub- 
lic and fatiguing fcenes, Mr. Elwes refumed them : and 
became an unexperienced Member of Parliament, aged 
lixty. However oppofite the whole of his life hitherto 
might have been to any thing that had the appearance 
of vanity f yet I have the teflimony of many members of 
the houfe of commons, to afTure me, he was not a little 
vain of his fituation. And the facility with which va^ 
rious parliamentary gentlemen perfuaded him, for a time, 
to confer certain obligations on them, is fome evidence 
that he once thought very highly of the honour of repn- 
Jentatim. 

In three fucceilive parliaments, Mn Elwes was chofen 
lot Berkfhire : and he fat as member of the houfe of 
commons about twelve years. It is to his honour-*an 
honour in thefe times, indeed, moft rare ! that in every 
part of his condud, and in every vote he gave, he proved 
himfelf to be what he truly was — m independent country 

gentleman. 
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gentleman. The charafter which Mr. Elwes fupport- 
ed in parliament, has been imitated but by few, and ex- 
celled by none. For wifhing for no poft, deflrous of no 
rank, wanting no emolument, and being moft perfedlly 
confcientious, he flood aloof from all thofe temptations 
which have led many good men aftray from the paths of 
honour. All that a minifter could have offered to Mr. 
Elwes would have been of no avail : for pofls or dignity 
would only have embarafled him, by taking him away 
from the privacy he loved. As an inflance of this, he 
was unhappy for fome days on hearing that Lord North 
intended to apply to the King to make him a peer. I 
really believe, had fuch an honour fallen unexpeSedly 
upon his head, it would have been the death of him. 
He never would have furvived the being obliged to keep 
a carriage, and three or four fervants — all, perhaps, bet- 
ter drefTed than himfelf! 

For through every period of his life it was a prevalent, 
feature in his charafler to be thought poor: that he could 
nbt afford to live as other people did: and that the re- 
ports of his being rich; were entirely erroneous. 

To thefe ideas he thought He gave fl^ength, by having 
no fervants, nor any of the •* outwasd aiid vifible figns*' 
of weakh : and he had perfuaded himlblf, thai the public 

would 
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would realljr think he had no ;»<9vg7« becaiife he m^de no 
ufe of any. 

Mr. Elwes was.firft chofen to.rcprefent thfe c^ounty of 
Berks^ in the year i774-^-and he. was brought in, in the 
way he beft liked-r-at no expence. His brother member 
was Chriftopher Griflithy £fq« who died in the year 
1 776^ and he . w^ fucceeded by Winchcomb Henry 
Hartley, Efq. who was re-ekSed with Mr. Elwes, at 
the general eIe£tion in the year 1 780. 

When Mr. Elwes firft took his feat, the oppoiition of 

that time, headed by Mr. Eox, had great liGf)es that he 

would be of their pa^y. Mr. Fox/ had. that knowledge 

of him, which ha3 J5>ined inany to his politics. He had 

feen him at Kewn»rkl^t, and knew that he was fond of 

pJay ; and talked to him with that franknefs which, from 

great abilities and high political fituation, is, and always 

muft be, conciliating. Thefe hopes, however, were difc 

appointed, in Mr. Elwe^. immediately joining the party 

of Lord North-'^f^d however it may now found, it 

fhould be (kid, that Jet the public opinion of Lord North 

be now what it may, yet I am convinced, Mr. Elwes 

had no other motive for that union, than a fair and ho- 

neft belief that the m^fures of Lord, North were right. 

But Mr. Elwes was never of thajt decided and . certain 

caft 
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caft of men 9 that fuch a miniftef would beft approve* 
He would frequently diflent, and really vote as his con- 
fcience led him* Hence, mdiiy members of oppofition 
looked upon him as a man " off and on ;*' or> as they 
flyled him, a " parliameniary coquette;'^ and it is fomewhat 
remarkable, that both parties were etjually fond of having 
him as a nominee on their contefted elections \ frequent!* 
ly he was the chairman ; and he wfts remarkable for the 
patience with which he always heard the council. lA 
the longeft committees, he feldom interrupted their ha* 
langues ; and thofe gentlemen at the bar, who have mod 
frequently put this virtue to the teft,, will remembef his 
patience with gratitude. Of this great quality, to get 
thtough life, few men, if any> have pofleJied a larger 
fiiare ; though in ftridl regard to truth, it may be added, 
he never had the good foitune to hear for one day-— the 
trial of Mr, Hafiings. 

The honour of parliament made no alteration in the 
drefsof Mr. Elwes : on the contrary, it feemed, at this 
time, to have attained additional meanners«— and nearly 
'tt> have reached that happy climax of poverty, which 
has, more than once, drawn on him the compaffion of 
thofe who pafied by him in the ftreet. 

For the Speaker*s dinners, however, he had one fuit— 

with 
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with which the Speaker, in the courfe of the fcflion, 
came very fartiiliar. The minifter, likewife, was well 
acquainted with it — and at any dinner of oppolitron, ftill 
was his apparel the fame. The wits of the minority 
ufed to &y, <* that they had full as much rea(bn as the 
minifter^ tQ be fatisfied with Mr. Elwes — as he had Ac 
/ami habit with every body." 

At this period of his life Mr. Elwes wore a wigi—- 
Much about that time when his parliamentary life ceafl 
cd, that wig was worn out — fo then, (being older and 
wifer as to expence) he wore his own hair— which, like 
his expences, was very fmall. 

Shortly after Mr. Elwes firft came into parliament^ 
he went to refide with his nephew, Colonel Timms, 
who then had a houfe in Scotland-yard. Of this nephew 
old Mr. Elwes veas certainly very regardful, and indeed 
he had every caufe to be fo. — Thofe who had the honour 
of Colonel Timms's acquaintance while living, will not 
forget him now he is no more. The corps in which he 
lerved, remember him with regret ; and the gentlemen 
of Suffolk, who were acquainted with him, looked for^^ 
ward} not without fatisfa£tion, to a period when they 
imagined he would poffefs the property of Mr. Elwes-— 
when he would refide amongft them — and when he 

would 
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^jPmU. difFufe around the country thofe bleffings which 
great property can confer, when it is ufed liberaUy ! fuch 
Weflings as fpring from en^ploying, improving, and ci- 
vilizing the inhabitants of a country— fuch bleffings as 
afife from the gracious piirpofes of hofpitality and good 
Beighb0u]-hood ; and fliU more gracious purpofes of re- 
lieving the diftreffed. 

- Richer, thus employed, no perfon under Mr, Elwes, 
had ever feen. Had Cdonel Timms furvived, I have 
no doubt fuch profpeAs would have been realized : an 
uatimply death, however^ cut ofFthefe hopes. ;The en- 
tailed eftate which would have fallen to Colonel Timms. 
his fon will inherit ; and, I doubt not, will find out, as 
the beii part of his inheritance, the way to n)ake the lols 
of a good father felt lefs feverely. 
; Old Mr. Elwes dill went on in his fuppcnt of Lord 
^orth, and the madnefs of his American war, condi^dled 
fig he condu<^ed it, till the country grew tired of his^ad- 
oiitiifiiation. But the fupport given by Mr. Elwes was 
of the mod difinterefted kind, for no man was mote ma«- 
terially a fufierer. The great property which he had in 
houfes, and thofe chiefly amongft the new buildings of 
Marybone, was much injured by the continuance of the 
war ; and as no fmall proof of it, he had juft then fup- 

plied 
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plied the money to build a crefcent at the end of Quebec-' 
ftreet, Portman-fquare, where he expended certainly not' 
lefs than feven or eight thoufand pounds^ and which, 
from the want of inhabitants at that time, was never 
iiniOied. It has fince fallen to Mr. Baker, the ground 
landlonl, who will, doubtlefs, make the money which 
Mr. Elwes loft. 

Convinced at length of the ill conduct of Lord North, 
Mr. Elwes entered into a regular and fyftematic oppofi- 
tion to his meafures, with the party of Mr, Fox, in 
which he continued till Lord North was driven from 
|)ower, in March 1 782. While the party were exulting 
in the fcramble for places, and the divifion of the loaves 
and fifties — Mr. Elwes, with nothing to hope and no- 
thing to fear, ftood by with that honeft indifierence' 
which charaAerifes a man who looks not to men but 
to meafures, and who votes only as his confcience bids 
him. 

• The debates at this period were very long and inter- 
fefting, ^nd generally continued till a late hour in the 
morning. Mr. Elwes, who never left any company, 
public^ or private, the firft, always ftayed out the whole 
debate. After the divifion, Mr. Elwes, without a great'i 
eoat, would immediately go out of the Houfe of Com- 
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mons into the cold air, and, merely to fave the expence^ 
of a hackney coachi walk to the Mount CoiFee-houfe. 
Sir Jofeph Mawbey, and Mr. Wood of Lyttleton, who 
went the fame way as Mr. Elwes did, often propofed a 
hackney coach to him, but the reply always was, " he 
liked nothing fo much as walking/' However, when 
their hackney-coach ufed to overtake htm, he had no 
objedion to coming in to them; knowing that they 
mud pay the fare. This circumftance happening fo 
often, that they ufed to fmile at this a£l of fmall cun«r 
ning, and indulge him in it. 

But as the fatisfa<Elion of being conveyed home fof 
nothing, did not always happen, on thofe nights when it 
did not, Mr. Elwes invariably continued his plan of 
walking. A circumftance happened to him on one of 
Ihele evenings, which gave him a whimfical opportunity 
of difplaying that difregard of his own perfon which 1 
have before noticed. The night was very dark, and hur-» 
rying along, he went with fuch violence againft the pole 
of a fedan chair, which he did not fee, that he cut both 
his legs very deeply. As ufual, he thought not of any 
afliftance: but Colonel Timms, at whofe houfe he then* 
Was, in Orchard-ftreet, infifted upon fome one being fent 
for. Old Elwes at length fubmitted, and an apothecary 

was 
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was called iti, who immediatdy began to expatiate on 
*< the bad confequences of breaking the fkin — ^the godd 
fortune of his being fent for — and the peculiar bad ap«. 
peatance of Mr. Elwes^s wound.'* " Very probably," 
faidold Elwes, '* but Mr. , I have one thing to fay 
to you— ^iii my opinion my legs are not much hurt; now 
you think they are — fo I will make this agreement : I 
will take one leg, and you ihall take the oiher*, you (ball 
do what you pleafe with your's, and I will do nothing to 
mine; and I will wager your bill that my leg gets well 
the firft." 

I have frequently heard him mention, with great tri« 
umphj that he ieiU the apothecary by sk fortnight *. 

All this time the income of Mr. Eiwes was increaflng 
hourly, and his prefent expenditure was next to nothing ; 
for the little pleafures he had once engaged in, he had 
now given up. He kept no houfe, and only one old 

• There was a fecret in this tranfadlion^ which, if fubmittcd 
to the Jockey-club> would have conftituted it a bubble -bet. 
Mr. Elwes in any complaints of a putrid tendency was in the 
habitof taking Velnos' Vegetable Syrup; and he found it great- 
ly accelerated the healing of any wound having a difpofition to 
fefter. He was fo fond of it, that if penury would have per- 
mitted him, he would have been among the beft cuftomers of 
its proprietor; for he thought it would cure almoft all dif« 
orders. 

£ % fervaut 
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fervant and a couple of horfes ; he refided with his ne^ 
phew; his two Tons he had ftationed in Sufiblk and 
Berkihire^ to look after his refpe6):iye eftates; and hi$ 
drefs certainly was no expence to him; for, had not 
dther people been more careful than himfelfj he would 
fiot have had it even mended. 

When he left London, he went on horfeback to his 
country feats^ with his couple of hard eggs, and without' 
once (loppii^ upon the road at any houfe. He always 
took the moft unfrequented road — ^but Marcham was the 
feat he now chiefly vifited ; which had fome reafoh to be' 
flattered with the preference, as his journey into Suffolk 
coft him only two pence halfpenny, while that into Berk*- 
fhire amounted to four-pence ! 
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W HEN Mr. Elwes thought he had got into the 
Houfe of Commons for nothing, he had not taken into 
ithe account the infide of the houfe — ^the ou/fide only had 
entered into his calculation^ In a fliort time, therefore, 
jije fojund out, that members of parliament could want 
money, and he had the misfortune to Jcnow ^ne member 
Viho was inclined to lend them. Perhaps a fate ordained 
this retribution, and defigned that thus only, fome of the 
eijormous wealth of Mr. Elwes fhould efcap^ from hie 
gfafp. Be this as it may, there does however exid a 
ptleofj^ad debts, and uncancelled bonds, which, could they 
be laid on the table of the Houfe of Commons, would 
(bike d^mb fome orators on both fides of the Houfe. 

In the furvey of thefe monied memorials, \t would fectn 

as if fpme fne^nbers had thought they were only franking 

a letter, pr confidcred thefe bonds as a cover to go free, . 

Time, )vhich conquers all things, conquered this pa£- 

iion of lendip^ in Mr. Elwes ; an4 i^i unfortunate pro- 
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pofal which was made him of veiling twenty five thoujand 
founds in fome iron-works in America^ gave, at laft, a 
fatal blow to his various fpeculations. The plan had 
been fo plaufibljr laid before him, that he had not a 
doubt of its fuccefs ; but he had the difappointment ner 
ver to hear more of his /r?«, or his gold. 

From this period he began to think that the funds 
'Were full as fafe as iron-works, or members of pa^* 
liament; and from that time he vefted his money in 
thofe fecurities. 

I have heard him fay that three contefted eleflions 
would not have cod him more than he loft by his brother 
teprefentatives. In the year 1780, another member 
threatened him with a calamity not lefs likely to be af* 
fliftive^ His neighbour, at that time, in Welbeck-ftreet, 
Lord George Gordon, gave him a profpeA of diminifli- 
ing his income upon houfes-*-and as Mr. Elwes was his 
own infurer, he pafied his time very pleafantly during the 
fires. On a houfe adjoining to that where Mr. Elwes 
lived, being fet on fire. Lord George Gordon, offered, 
Very civily, to take the furniture of Mr, Elwes into his 
©wn houfe, by way of fecuring it. But Mr. Elwes full 
as civily replied — " He was much obliged to his Lord^ 
ibip, but if he would give him leave, he would take 
his chance!" 

On 
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On the difmiffion of Lord North, Mr.'Elwes was left 
in the party of Mr. Fox— though he could not properly 
be faid to betong to any fet of men, for he had the very 
(ingular quality of not determining how he ihould vote, 
before he heard what vras faid on the fubje£l. On this 
laccount he was not reckoned an acqqifition by either 
iide; and, it is but juftice to fay, he was perfe&ly 
kidiiFcrent to the opinions of both. 

When the Marquis ci Lanfdowne came into power, 
Mr. Elwes was found fupporting, for a time, his ad- 
miniftration — and his Lordihip will underiland me, when 
I fay — Mr. Elwes had his reafons to be fatisfied with the 
peace ; for hefaw^ what he might not otherwife havejeen^ 

Not long 5ifter this, Mr. Elwes followed his con- 
fcience upon a queftion, and voted with Mr. Fox, againft 
the Marquis of Lanfdowne, and thus added another con- 
firmation to the political opinion that was held of him-^ 
^* That no many ox party ofmen^ could be fureof him." 

This was frequently |the declaration of Sir Edward 
Aftley, Sir Qeorge Saville, Mr. Powis, and Mr. Marfli- 
Jiam, who all, and frequently, talked to him on his 
whimfical verfatility. But it will, undoubtedly, admit 
a queftion, even in politics, how far a man, thus voting 
ipn all fides, as his opinion led hioi at th^ moment, be or 

^4 be 
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be not a deflrable man, in aiding the good government 
of a country* 

Mr. Elwes having thus voted againft the Marquis c^ 
Lanfdowne, as a miniftery went forward to afljfty with his 
vote, the greateji nwnjier in politics that ever difgraced 
any country fince the beginning of time ! — can any onp 
have a doubt but I mean the coalition ? an union fo vul- 
garly atrocious — fo coiitradiflory to all the parties them- 
felveshad been faying but a few days before— and de- 
monftrating, fo plainly, the contempt in which they held 
all the common fenfe of the country, that, though I have 
talked with Mr. Elwes frequently upon the fubjeft, I 
never could really learn why he fupported it. 
. When he had quitted parliament, no man more repro- 
bated this meafure than he did : bqt I really believe he 
thought at the time, that Mr. Fox and Lord North were 
.the only men able to govern the affairs of England. For 
had Mr. Pitt been then known to the world, the opinio 
nions of Mr. Elwes, as a man careful of large prdjperty, 
.had beep decidedly in his favour ; for he has frequently 
declared to me fince, and the declaration is curious and 
worth lecordingi becaufe it is in the character of the 
man, and was in the outfet.of Mr. Pitt's political life: 
— " Thajt after the experience he had had of publig 

^ . fpeaicrs 
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Jf takers and mem^rs of parliament y there w?is only one 
^man^ he thought, could noyf talk hinoi out of his monej, 
and that vr^s young Bitt! 

With this coalitioa ended the parliamentary life of 
Mr. Elwes, who had continued firm in his fupport of it, 
>and which was almoft the only line of conduA he ever 
4lid fupport in parliament for ^ny length of time. The. 
charader, however, which Mr« Slwes had Iqng borne la 
Berkihire for integrity, might have m^de a re-eledioa 
not improbable, notwithftanding the rage which had 
:gone forth ggainft all the abettors of the coalition and its 
iprinciples. But here the private principles of Mr. Elwes 
flapped iq, and prevented ^11 thoughts of a contefled elec- 
tion. Such a thin^ would have been fo contrary to tl^ 
faving features and very countenance of his charader, 
that h^ would have died at the firil election dinner. The 
ufuai parade of colours and cockades would have been ta 
him a death-warrant ^ and open boufes at hisexpencQt 
immeMate executions 

Thus yoluntarily* ai>d without ofFef of refiflance, he 
retired from parliamentary life, and even took no leave 
of his conftituents by an advertifement. But though 
Mr. Elwes was now no longer a member of the Houfe 
of ConmiOQS, yet, not with the vpnal herd of expe^bmt 
; , placemen 
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placemen and pcnfioners, whofe eye too often views the 
Houfe of Commons as another Royal Exchange, did 
Mr, Elwes retire into private life. Not He had fairly 
»nd honourably, attentively and long, done his duty there, 
«nd he had fo done it without •« fee or rc\/i'ard.'^ I fay 
Imt what I ougbt^ I write only that which I am in duty 
bound to write— when I here fct down — ^that a more 
faithful, a more ipduilrious^ or a more incorruptible te^ 
prefentative of a county, never entered the doors of the 
Houfe of Commons of England. In ail his psirliamen^ 
-ary life he pever aiked or received a (ingle favour ; and 
1 believe he never gave a vote, but he could folemnly hav<j 
laid his hand upon his bread and faid, *^ Sq help mfGcdf 
J hJieve 1 am doing ivhaf hf^r the beji /" 

Thus, duly honoured, (hall the memory of a good man 
go to his grave : for while it may be the painful duty <rf 
the hiftorian to prefent to the public the pitiable (bllie$ 
•which may deform a charaSer, but which niuft be given 
to render perfeft the refemblance — on riiofe beauties 
Vhich rife from the bad parts of the pidlure^ who (hall 
fay, it is not a duty to expatiate ? 

The niodelvfYixch Mr. Elwes left to future members 
may, perhaps, be looked on rather as a work to wonder 
at, than to follow. The confiituent becon^ing corrupt, 

renders 
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renders the reprefentative fo of courfe. Where people 
^ill felly buyers only can )uve goods ; and the people 
Vrill have themfelves only to blame, when what j$ 
))oughty is again fold. 

* Mr. Elwes came into parliament without txpence^ apd 
fie performed his duty as a member would have done hi 
the pure days of our conftitution. What he had not 
bought, he never attempted to fell-— and he went for- 
ward in that ftraight and dired path, which ican fdon^ 
faiisfy a rdleding mindf 

_ ♦ 

In one word» Mr. Elwes, as a public man, voted a|)d 
^ed in the Houfe of Commons as a man would do, 
who felt there were people to five after him ;-«whOy 
wiihed to deliver unmortgaged to his children, i^pubHc 
fjhte of government \ and who fdt, that if he fiiilered 
fnmfelf to become a penjioner on it, he thus f^r em? 
barafled his pofterity, and injured the Inheritance. 

Mentioning to me feme years after Tiisf retirement, his 
opinions of Mr. Fox and Mr. Pitt, he had this fenti- 
fnent, always keeping true to the gold-colour of his cha^ 
rafter — f* when I fiarted in parliament, Mr, Pitt had 
not come into public life : but I am convinced he is the 
minifter for the property of Ihe country. In all he fays, 
tfaere is founds, Jbillings, and fence P^ 
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Mr. Elwes, even in his fupport of the coalition, chief- 
ly attached himfelf to th^ men o^ private good cht^a&ei; 
in the party. I^encei the Duke of Portland, Lord John 
Cavendifhy were always favourites with him -^and I havi^ 
t)flen^ heard him fay, what to fame may appear fingular, 
^ that there was not a better man ofbufimfs in the whok 
houfe than Mr. Sheridan." 

. Tbp late Mr* Byng ufed frequently to defend thf 
{)rinciples of the cation to Mr. Elwes. ** Say it vras 
convenient," replied Mr. Elw^j ** and you exprefs thf 
caufe better." 

He was much pleafed once with a remark made by Sir 
JoTeph Mawbey, who, together with Sir George SaviUc> 
were talking on that notorious a£f of union betwixt Lor^ 
North and Mr. Fox. Sir Geoige confefled frankly, i( 
yps^ expedient ; for the friends of Lord ijorth weze fo 
numerous, that Mr. Fox and hjs party could not go on 
without diem. " Very tme," replied Sir Jofeph Maw- 
bey, ** that m^y be ^ but ther^ is a difference betwix^ 
getting in 3nd jSiying in C'-^to preferve your place, yp^ 
tnuft preferve your charafter." 

I have heard Mr. Elwes fay, this vras one of the rer 
iparks on the fubjed which he never foigot afterwaidst 
And the propriety of the obfervation v^as ful(y juftiiied 

by 
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by the event — for Mr, Fox has been ruined by the 
deed :•=— md Lord North faved nothihg by if-t-but ail 
hnpeachment. 

By fome it was fufpeded that the Duke of Portland 
had promifed to do fomething for the younger fon of 
Mr. Elwes, who was then a cornet in the fecond troop 
of horfe guards. But I can fafely clear him from this 
imputed attention to his fon. There was nothing he 

« 

thought lefs about, than a public life for him. He 
was againft his ever purchafing into the guards — and 
only wiflied him to remain quietly a kind of fteward foi^ 
him in the country. Nay» fo flrong was his averfion to 
the a& — that when this fon, the prefent John Elwes, 
£fq. was firft introduced to the corps, and when Lord 
Robert Bertie, who was then colonel, finding he was 
about to have the fon of his former friend under himi 
defired to fee Mr. Elwes — ^it was with the greateft dif- 
ficulty he could be brought to the interview. — Not all 
the fcenes of former aflbciation, where they had fo often 
met together, when the heart is young, and the imagi* 
nation runs wtld-^when even diflipation affords more 
lafting caufe for remembrance, and life is renewed again 
by memory-— not all thefe could bring Mr. Elwes to 
an interview with any pleafure« The truth was, that 

in 
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in the a£tual pofleflion of perhaps feven hundred thou- 
Iknd pounds^ he was now living upon fifty pounds a 
yeari and he did not Wi(h his fon to know he had lived 
othcrwiie. 
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J. HE national rage to fee Mr. Pitt refcue this country 
from the odium that had attended it under Lord North 
and Mr. Fox, turned out Mr. Hartley as well as Mr. 
ElweSjTrom the reprefentation of Berk(h!re, Mr. Hart- 
ley refigned his hopes not without reludlance ; Mr. El- 
Ives was terrified at once by the expence ; and I am per- 
fuadedi ifghlng on€ dinner could have brought him in a 
fecond time^ he would with all ceremony have begged to 
be excufed. This unfortunate parfimony was certainly 
the chief caufe of his quitting parliament ; for fuch was 
the opinion his conftituents entertained of his integrity* 
that a very fmall expence would again have reftored him 
to his feat« 

Nearly at the fame time that Mr. Elwes loft his feat, 
h^ loft that famous fervant " of all work" — compared to 
whom. Scrub was indolence itfelf. He died, as he was 
following his mafter, upon a hard trotting horfe, into 
Berkfliire, and he died empty and poor ; for his yearly 

wages. 
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wages were not above four pounds ; and he bad faded 
the whole day on which he expired. The life of this 
extraordinary domeftic, certainly verified a faying which 
Mr. Elwes often ufed, and the faying was this — " If 
you keep one Jervanf, your work is done ; if you keep 
two, it is half done ; but if you keep three, you may do 
it yourfelf." That there were very few kinds of work 
which this fervant could not do, may be eftimated by 
what he did : but that his knowledge of how fome things 
were done, was not very extenfivCj may be taken from 
the following circumftance. 

When the Lower Houfe carried tip their addrefs to 
the King, on the fubjeS of the American war, old Tho- 
tnas (for that was the name of the fellow) who had never 
ieen his mafter do any thing but ride on his mod import- 
ant occafions, imagined he was to ride up to his Majef^ 
ty at St. James's, and fpeak to him on horfeback. Ac- 
cordingly he cleaned up the. old faddles, gave the horfes 
a feed of corn at his own expcnce, and at bis own ex- 
pence too had a piece of new riband in front, put upoa 
one of the bridles ; and all this that his mafter might do 
things handfomcly, and like a " parlimnent man!" But 
when he found out how his mader was to go ; faw the 
carriage of Colonel Timms at the door, who, by bor- 
rowing 
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rowing for Mr^ Elwes a bag-wig, lending him a fliirt 
with laced ruffles, and new furbilhing his everlajitng coa^ 
had made him look very difierently from what he ufu^Ily 
did) and in truth, much like a gentleman, old Thoma^ 
returning all his bwn zeal and finery back into the {la-» 
bles, obftrved, with regret,' that " mayhap, his matter 
might look a hit of a gentleman^^X^t he was fo altered^ 
nobody would know him !*' " ./ 

I)uring that very galiant (land which Mr. Pitt made 
with the Houfe of Commons formed by another minifter^ 
and in which the re£t:itude of his cohdu£k at length fub-i 
dued all that friendlhip, or even dependance on others, 
could do againft him, during this confli<3, Mr. Elwefi 
voted occafionally on each fide ; and he fometimes voted 
in a way of which he afterwards faw the error. As aa 
inftance of this, he fupported the India bill of Mr.. Fox, 
and in a very ihort time afterwards he coofefled he hiui 
been much degelved in the principles of that hUl, and. 
recanted his former opinicm of it.. Such accidents will 
not happen to thbfe gentlemen who h^\e.epitomized fsucn 
liame^tary ppintons upon every fubje£t> and wfaa alight 
wifh^ to vote fiift, and then hear' what is faid afterwaids ; 
but it m^ happen to that cmfcientioui reprefentative, whqi 
too hattily may giVehisiafient at the time^ and when ha 
'^ r better 
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better underftood the Fubjefiy hold a very different opinion^ 

In this number Mr. Elwes was always to be reckoned. - 

Amongft the fmaller memorials of the parliamentary 

life of Mr. Elwes may be noted, that he did not follow 

* 
the cuftom of members in general, by fitting on any 

> particular fide of the houfe, but fat, as occailon prefented 

\tklf, on either, indifcriminately— ^and he voted much in 
the fame manner, 

• During the whole time he was in the Houfe of Com-r 
mons, he never once rofe to fpeaif or delivered his fenti^ 
ments further than by his vDte^ 

. In his attendance at the Houfey he was always early 
and late ; and he never left it for dinner, as he had ac«. 
iuftomed himfelf to fafting, fomctimes for twenty-foui 
hours in continuance; 
. When Mr. Elwes retired from Parliament, no man 

\ ; ever retired from the Houfe of Commons, leaving it 

more loaded with obligations than he did ; and they were 
obligations that were never cancelled. If I might judge 
from the multitude of bonds I have feen, I (hould be kd to 
think fome members imagined he was a great public 
t^ohey /f//^^r, appointed by J^overnmmt, to. cooje: dowi> 
into the Houfe of Comni6n6,.and ** oblige die gemle-* 
men " who might be in want of;his.aid. : . ; 

. . •: When 
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When application was afterwards made for the pay-* 
ftient of them— K)n moving that queftion, Mr. Elwes^ 
ftood 2^ Jingle as did the refpefted Mr. Strutt^ membei^ 
for Maiden, on the fubjeft of Admiral Keppel. Not a 
inember faid <* JyeT and Mr. Elwes died pofleflcd ot- 
proofs moft undeniable, that fomehow or other, every' 
tnan muft pay for coming into PaHiamenti 

In thefe fpeculations, upon knding money ^ Mr* Elwefl^ 
Was at one tinle moft unbounded ; but the temptation o£ 
^ne per ctnt more than the funds* or landed property 
Would give, was irrefiftible^ ^ But amongft the' fums he 
thus vefted in other peoples' hands^, iamQiJinaytfarkrit 
inftances of feeling may be remembered ;■ of which the 
follDwing is an inftance : — ^When his Ion . was in the 
guards, he was fVequently in the habit of dining at the; 
Crflicers' table there. The politenefs of his maiinersi ren-? 
dered him agreeable to every one, and in. tiii^e he became 
Acquainted with every officer in the corps ; amongft tho 
areft, with a gentleman of the name of Tempeft, whofe 
•good humour was almoft proverbial. A vacancy hap^ 
'pening in a majority, it fell to this gentletHan to pur^ 
.chafe ; but as money is not always to.be got upon landed 
property immediately /it was infiagined fome officer would 
tJiave b^en obliged to purch^fe over bis head* Old Mi. 

F % Elwes 
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£lw€S heard of the citcumfiance, and kni him the money 
next morning. He a£lced no fecurity — ^he had feei% 
Captain Temped, and liked his .manners ; and he never 
Qnce aftexivards talked to him about the payment of it^ 
On the death of Captafin Tempeil, which happened 
ihortly after, the money was replaced. That Mr. Elwea 
w^s no lofer by the event, does not take awa*r from tho 
Bterit of the deed ; and it ilands amongft thofe fmgular 
fiecords of. his character, that reafon has to reconcile or 
phiiofophy to acicount for^ that the fame inan^at one and 
the fiune nabment, could be prodigal of thoufapds, and yet 
almoA deny^to liimCBlf the htajfaries afUfe.t ' 
• Alt anecdote,; exempliiyiDg the truth of this, I will add 
at this Bjotnent. It com^ ta me on the very refpeded 
authority of Mr« Spurliog, of Dynes Hall, a v^ adivo 
and intelligent magiHrate for th$ county of Eflbx. It 
&enis Mr. Elwes had jreqqefled Mr. Spurling to ac«» 
Company him to Newinacket. It was a day in one of 
the fpiing; meetings which w^ icmarkably filled with 
nces \ and ihiy w.ere!(nst from fix in the morning till 
eight, o'okxk in ihe elrening, before they again fat out fof 
home: Mr. Elwe^, in the ufual v^y> would eat nothing ; 
/but Mr. i^urling was f<M3a^what wifer, and went down 
to Newmafjket. Whea they; began their journey hpni^, 

< ^ ibfi 
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the evening was grown 'very dark and cold, and Mr* 
fipurling rode on fomevfdiat quicker ; but on going 
through the turnpike by the DeviPs Ditch, he heard Mr, 
£lwes cailiog l:o him with great eagemefs. On return^ 
ing before he had paid, Mr. Elwes faid — f^ Here ! here j 
follow me! this is the beft road !" In an inflsmt he faw 
Mr. Elwes, as well as the ni^t would permit, climbing 
his horfe up the precipice of the ditch. <^ Sir," faid 
Mr. Spurling, " I can never get up there.** « No dant 
ger at all !*' replied cid Elwes ; ^* but if your horfe be 
not fafe, lead him!" At length with great difficultyi 
ftnd with one of the horfes falling, they mounted the 
ditch, and then, with not lefs toil, got down on the other 
fide. When they were fafe landed on the plain, Mr. 
Spurling thanked Heaven for their efcape, " Aye," 
faid old Elwes, " you mean from the turnpike.'' *f Very 
right ; never fay a turnpike if you can avoid it!" In 
proceeding on their journey, they canie to a very narrow 
road ; at which Mr. £Iw^, notwithQanding the cold, 
went as flowly as poffible. On Mr. Spurling wifliing 
to quicken their pace, old Elwes obferved that he was 
ietting his horfe feed on fome hay that was hanging on 
«he fides of the hedge— << Befides," added he, " it if 
uice hay, and you have it for nothinjrj'* . 

F 3 Theft 
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. Thefe plea/ant aStst of endangering his neck to fave 
the payment of a turnpikci and ftarving his horfe for a 
halfpenny-worth of haj^y happened, from the date of 
them, at the time he was Hiking the fum of twenty-jhif 
thoufand paunds on fome -iron works acrofs the Atlantic 
Ocean, and of which he knew nothing, either as to 
produce, profpefl, or (ituation. 

Strange man! whofe penury and prodigality, whofe 
profufion and meannefs, all fo mixed together, puzr 
zle me dill niore ^d more, as I detail them to thQ 
public ! 

When Mr. Elwes quitted Parlianuni he was, in th^ 
t:ommon phrafe, «« a fifli out of water!*' Indeed there 
is no trial more arduous, than that of acquiring, at an 
advanced age, new modes of life. To form new focieties* 
and conciliate new friend.^ new fpirits, alas ! are want- 
ing. The ftyle of Mr, Elwes's life had left him no do-p 
tneftic fcenes to which he could yetire — his home was 
dreary and poor-rrrhis rooms received no cheerfulnefs from 
fire — and while the outfide had all the appearance of a 
<< Houfe to be Let,*' the infide was a defert ; but he had 
his penury, alone to thank for this, and for the want of 
all the little confblations which fliould attend old age, 
p|id fmootli the pafl^e of declining life. 
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When he retired from parliament, Mr. Elwes, as I 
apprehend, was nearly feventy-five years of age ; and the 
expenditure of a few hundred pounds would certainly 
have continued him in the fituation he loved ; where he 
was refpefted, and had due honour; where he was 
amongft his friends; and where long habit had ma^e 
every thing congenial to him.' All this he gave up to his 
love of money. That paflioQ, which, confuming all be- 
fore it, as it hurried him along the few remaining years 
of his life, at length carried him to his grave twenty years 
fooner than the mufcular vigour of his body might have 
given reafon to expefl: ; for when Doftor Wall, his laft 
phyfician, was called in, and viewed him extended on 
that fqualid bed of poverty from which he would not be 
relieved, he faid to one of his fons, ^< SiF> your fathef 
might have lived thefe twenty years ; but the irritations 
of his temper have made it impoffible to hope for any 
thing ; the body is yet ftrong, but the n^ind is gono 
entirely !" 

The/cenes that now wait upon my hapd, for the fev^ 
yegrs before his death, will exhibit a ftory of penurious 
djfnial that never havp fallen to my fhare to find a pa- 
i^llel. In the wonder which they have yet left upon' 
xny^ mind, I can only fay, ** they are true /*' 
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.H< Elwes had| for fome years» been a member of 
a card club at the Mount Coiiee-houfe ; and^ by a con- 
ilant attendance on this meetingi he^ for a time, confoled 
himfelf for the lofs of parliament. The play was mo- 
derate, and he had an opportunity of meeting many 
of his old acquaintances in the Houfe of Commons « 
and he experienced a pleafure, which, however trivial it 
may appear, was not lefs fatisfadory — that of enjoying 
fre and candle at a general expence* 

For however reje£tful Mr. Elwes appeared of << the 
good things of this life," when they were to come out 
of his own pocket — ^he by no means a£led in the fame 
manner when thofe fame things were at the expence 
of any other perfon. He had an admirable tafte in 
French diflies, at the table of another — tio man had 
more judgment in French wines, when they did not 
Qome from his own wine-merchant— ^nd ** he was very 
nice in his appetite^'' on the day he dined from home. 

Much 
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: Much, theFefore, of his time Mr. Elwes palled in the 
Mount CoSee'houfe. But fortune feemed refolved^ on 
feme occafions, to difappoint his hopes« and Xo force away 
that money from him which no power could perfiiade 
him io beftow. He ftill retained fome fondnefs for play^ 
and imagined he had no fmall ikill at picquet. It wat 
his ill luck, however, to meet with a gentleman who 
thought the fame> and on much better grounds ; for after 
a conteft of two days and a night, in which Mr. Elwes 
continued with a perleverance which avarice will fnfpire^ 
he rofe a lofer of a fum whidi he always endeavoured to 
conceal*— though I have fome reafon to think it was not 
lefs than three thoufand pounds. Some part of it was 
paid by a large draft on Meflb. Hoares, and was received 
very early the next morning. This was the laft foUy^ 
of the kind, of which Mr. Elwes was ever guilty ; and 
it is but jirfHce to the members of the club, to fay, that 
they ever after endeavoured to difcourage any wifh to 
play with him. Thus, while by every art of human 
mortification he v«ras faving fhilUngs ztA Jixpencesj he 
would kick down in one moment the heap he had raif« 
ed* Though yet was the benefit of this confideratioa 
all thrown away upon him, for his maxim always was— « 
nnd it was fo agreeable, that he has repeated it to me aC 

leaa 



Jt THE Lift Of 

ll il II mSSSSSSSSSSBSSSSi 



•Icaft a hundred times — " That all great fortunes were 
made byfaving: for of that a man could be fuie.'^ 
. At the clofe of the fpring of 1785, he wilhed again to 
vifit> which he had not done for fome years, his feat at 
^oke« But then the journey was a mod ferious objedl 
lo him. The famous old fervant was dead; all the 
Jiorfes that remained with him were a couple of worn- 
' out brood mares ; and he himfelf was not in that vigour 
of body» in which he could ride (ixty or feventy mile^ 
fXi the fuilenance of two boiled eggs. The mention of 
• poft*chaife would have been a crime, — *^ He afford a 
poft-chaife^ indeed ! where was he to get the money V* 
would have been his exclamation* 

At length he was carried into the country, as he was 
carried into parliament, free of expence, by a gentleman 
who was certainly not quite Jo rich as Mr. Elwes* 
When he reached his feat at Stoke — the feat of more 
adive fcenes, of fomewhat refembling hofpitality^ and 
where his fox-hounds had fpread fomewiiat like vivacity 
around.-.-he remarked, <' he had expended a great deal 
of money once very foolifhly ; but' that a man grew 
tvijer by time." 

The rooms at his feat at Stoke, that were now much 
out of repair, and would have all fallen in, but for hi9 
- , fon* 
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Ton, John Elwes, Efq. who had redded there, he thought 
too expenfively lurniflied, as worfe things might hav^ 
jdone. If a window was broken, there was to be no 
jepair but that of a little brown paper, or that of piecing 
in a bit of 4>roken glafs, which had at length been done 
{0 frequently, and in fo tn^y fhapes, that it would have 
.puzzled a mathematician to fay *** what figure they de- 
Ccribed." To fave fiie, he would walk about the le- 
snains of an dd green-houfe, or fit, with a fervant, in 
the kitchen. During the harvefi he would amufe him* 
felf with. going into the fields to glean the com, on the 
grounds of bis own tenants ; and they u(ed to leave a 
little more than common, to pleafe the old gentleman^ 
.^ho was as eager after it as any pauper in the parifli. 

In the advance of the feafoni his morning employment 

*was to pick up any dray chips, bones, or other things, 

40 carry to the fire, in his pocket— and he was one day 

iurprifed by a neighbouring gentleman in the a£l of 

pulling down, with fome difficulty, z crow's mji^ for 

-ihis purpofe. On the gentleman wandering why he 

gave himfelf this trouble*-"*' Ob Sir, replied old Elwes, 

it is really a ihame that thefe creatures (hould do (b. 

Do but fee what waftc they make 1 They don't care 

Jiow esf^trav^ant they are !'* ' 
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As no gleam of favourite pafiion, or any ray of 
Itmafement broke through this gloom of penury, his 
infatiable deflre of laving was now become uniform and 
fyfiematx. He ufed fiiil to ride about the oountry on 
i>Re of thefe mares-^but then he rode her very oecono- 
9»ica)Iy ; on the foft turf adjoining the road, without 
f Acting htmfelf to the'expence of (hoes — as he obferv* 
^d, *^ The turf was fo pkafant to a horfe's foot I" Ani 
]when any gentleman called to pay him a vifit, and the 
boy who attended in the ftables was profufe ^ough-t« 
put a little bay before his horfe, old Elwes would flily 
Ileal back into the fiable, and take the hay very care<f 
/ully away. 

That very ftrong appetite which Mr. Elwes had io 
fome meafure retrained during the long fitting of par* 
iiament, he now indulged moil voracioufly, and oci every 
ihing he could ftnd. To fave, as he thought, the ex* 
pence of going to a butcher, he wodd have a whote 
fceep killed, and fo eat mutton to the — md of the chapters 
When he occafionally had his river dtaWn, though fome- 
times horfe-loads of fmall fiih were taken, not one would 
he fufFer to be thrown in again, for he obferved, ** He 
ihouU never fee them again 1 " Game in the laft ftate of 
putrefadion, and meat ih^Liwalhdabnut hisfiaU^woiAA 
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he continue to estt, rather than have new things killed^ 
before the.^ld.provifion was finifhcdi 

With this dieili — ^the thamel hcufr rf Jujienance^-Avxfk 

^fs kept pace — equally in the tail {lage of abfolnie ^if^ 

foluiion. Sometimes he would walk about in a tattered 

brown-coloured hat: and fometimes in a xti and white, 

woollen cap, like a prifoner confined for debt. 

When any friends^ who might occadonally be with, 
lum, were abfent, he would carefully put out his own 
fire, and walk to the houfe of a neighbour; and thus 
make one fire ferve both. In ihort, whatever Cervantes 
or Moliere have piSured, in their mod fportive moods* 
of avarice in the extreme, here might they have feen 
xealized or furpafledi 

His flioes he never would fuffer to be cleaned, left 
they (hould be worn out the fooner. 

But ftill with all this felf-denial — that penury of life 
to which the inhabitant of an alms-houje is not doomed-— 
fiill did he think he was profufe, and frequently iay» 
•• He muft be a little more careful of his property.'* 
And Arange as it may appear, I have no doubt he thought 
the refolve neceflary, for his difquietude on the fubje<Sl of 
money was now continual. . When he went to bed^ he 
would put five or ten guineas into a bureau^ and then fuU 

of 
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of his money, after he had retired to reft, and fometime^ 
in the middle of the night, he would come down to k9 
if it was there. The irritation of his mind Was unceaf- 
ing. He thought every body was extravagant : and wheif 
fome one was talking to him one day of the great wealth. 
df old Mr. Jennings, and that they had feen him that 
day in a new carriage--^** Aye, aye," faid old Elwes,'" 
" he will foon fee the end of his money!'* 

It will be no exaggeration to fay, that Mr. Jehningi 
is fuppofed, by every man of bufinefs who knows him^ 
to be worth a mtllion. The remark therefore very cu- 
ridufly {hews the mind of Mr. Elwes. 

But ftrange as thefe anecdotes may appear, and indeed 
iiearly incredible, it is my confolation to know that I 
itrrite nothing but what is in the remembrance of various 
perlbns ; and many of thefe occurrences pafled under mj^ 
dwn eye. 

Of a charafter, therefore^ fo fingular, who would not 
wifli to know every thing ? and amongft traits fo vari- 
ous, a theatrical anecdote may not be unamufiiig. It was 
during this period of his being in the country, that ho 
firft became acquainted with Mrs. Wells. The gaU 
iantry peculiar to the manners of the old court, led hini 
to be very attentive and very ceremonious to her %. and t6 

the 
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Ithe laff moment of his life, (he remembered the civilitieft 
which at times fo difitnguifhed him, and paid him evcr]r 
attention to the lateft day in which (he faw him» 
' As was natural, he would frequently talk to her about 
theatres; and fhe as naturally made mention of thofe 
prefent talents which adorn the drama of our day. She 
concluded he had ieen Mrs. Siddons ? No.-*-^Mrs. Jor«> 
dan ? No. — ^Perhaps Mr. Kemble ? No ; none of them* 
It was probable then that he muft have feen the ftage of 
his own times — ^and remembered Mr. Garrick ? No : 
he had never feen him. In fhort^ he had never been at 
a theatre at all! Thus, not amongfl the leaft extraordi^ 
oary parts of his chara6ler« had this extraordinary man 
let go by, and pafs without his notice, all that had been 
moft gratifying to the national tafte ; all that a whole 
country had crowded to fee ; all that had been diflin- 
guifhed by public fame and honour ; and all that muft 
^ve while tafte has a name ao^ongft us! 

And ftrong as may be fuppofed the defire muft have 
been^ to fee fome part of this, not once in the courfe of 
nearly eighty years, had the inclination been forcible 
enough to make him pay one crown for the fight ! And 
Mr. Garrick, Mrs. Siddons, Mrs. Jordan, and Mr. 
Kemble, all funk hdoxt-^five JbilUngs ! Is there in Great 

Britain, 
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Britain^ on<s man able to have feen thefe things, and living 
in the fame town, of whom the fame can be faid? 

Thua> in every trait of his charader, came forth the 
ml genius of money, and fpread its influence over aiU 
In theclofe of that life to which I am haftening— well 
will it be, if the paffion which undermined all the bap-^ 
pinefs of Mr. Elwes, prove but the means of deftroying 
iiich a fecond paflion in others ! 
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T is the lot of fome men to outlhe themfehes ; and 
fijch was the lot of Mr. Elwes. When he firft vifited 
Sufiblky his peculiarities were but little known; and 
when he came to r^ftde there, his fox^hounds '^ covered 
a multitude of fins. " In leaving that country, to become 
a member of parliament, his public condu£t they could 
hot but praife; and, in his private chara^er, that whicH 
they did not fee, they could not blame* But when he 
returned again into Suflblk, and expofed, to continued 
b|;^fervation, all his penury — ^when his tenants faw in his 
appearance or ftyle of living, every thing that was infe- 
rior to^their own — ^when his neighbours, at beft, could 
but fmile at his infirmities — and his very fervants grew 
dfhamed of the meannefs of their mafler-*-all that ap* 
proached refpedt formerly, was now gone. And a gen- 
tleman, cine day, enquiring which was the houfe of Mr* 
Elwes, was told, fomewhat facetioufly, by one of the 
tenantSi---*^ the poor-houh of the parifh !" 
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The fcene of mortification^ at which Mr. Elwes was 
now arrived, was all but a denial of the common necef- 
faries of life : and indeed it might have admitted a doubts 
whether or not, if his manors, his fifh-ponds^ and fome 
grounds, in his own hands, had not famifhed a iubfift- 
ence, where he had not any thing aSfuatty to Buy, he 
would not, rather than have bought any thing, have (IsffV** 
ed ; — ^ftrange as this may appear, it is not exaggerated.—* 
He, one day, during thb period, dined upon the remain- 
ing part of a moor-hen^ which had been brought out of 
the river by a rat! and at another, eat an undigefted 
part of a pike, which the larger one had fwallowed, but 
bad not finiflied, and which were taken in this date in 
a net! At the time this laft circumflance happened, he 
difcovered a ftrange kind of (atisfadion, for he faid to 
me — " aye! this was killing two birds with one ftone!** 
In the room of all comment— of all morsd — let me fay» 
that, at this time, Mr. .Elwes was "perhaps worth nearly 
^ight hundred thoufand pounds ! and, at this period, he 
bad not made his will, of courfe, was not faving from, 
any fentiment of afFeSion for any perfon. 

As Mr. Elwes now viefted the enormous (avings of 
his property in the funds, he felt no diminution of in 
He had given up the paffion oi, lending money r entirely; 

for 
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for the laft folly he was guilty of^ in this way, was an 
pfier of lending it. to tm'^ and^ I mud confefs, he expe- 
rienced an a£l of unkindnefs^ to which he had not been 
accuftomed — I did not take it* The manner in which 
he offered it was not lefs iingular : I was one day fitting 
i^eading in the room with him, and he was at a deflc 
amongd his. papers, which heJeft fijiddenly, and coming 
up to me, faid — ^^ pray. Sir, would you wifti to borrow 
a fum of money? it is very much at your fervice, if you 
chufe it." — On my declining it, he looked aflonifhed, 
and faid—" well, now, I v will never lei^d any money 
again !"t— and, I believe, he was faithful to his word. 

The fpring of 1786, Mr. Elwes pafled alone, at his 
(blitary houfe at Stoke ; and, had it not been for fome 
little daily fcheme of avarice, would have palled it with* 
out one confolatory moment. His temper began to give 
w^y apace: his thoughts unceafingly r^n ufon money ! 
money !. money ! — and he faw no one but whom he ima- 
gined was deceiving and defrauding him. 

As, in the day, he would now allow himfelf no fire, 

he went to bed as foon as day clofed, to fave candle ; and 

had be^ to deny himfelf even the pleafure of fleepingin 

Jhiets. In (hort, he had now nearly brought to a climax* 

the moral of his whde Yde^he ferfeSi vanity of wealth, 
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On removing from Stoke, he went to his farm-houfe 
at Thaydon Hall ; a fcene of more ruin and defolation, 
if poilibley than either his houfes in Suiibik or Berkfhire. 
It ftood alone, on the borders of Epping Foreft; aiid an 
old man and woman, his tenants, were the only perfons 
with whom he could hold any converfe. Here he fell ill ; 
and, as he would have no affiilance, and had not even a 
fervant, he lay, unattended and aknoft forgotten, for 
nearly a fortnight— -indulging, even in death, that aVa- 
];ice which maladj could not fubdue. It was at this pe- 
riod he began to think of making his will— feeling, per-* 
haps, that his fons would not be entitled, by law, to any 
part of his property, ih'ould he die inteftate — and, on 
coming to London, he made his laft will and teflament, 
of which the following is an attefted copy: 

THE WILL OF THE LATE JOHN ELWES, ESQtJIRE^ 

£xtra£fed from the Regtflry of the Prerogative Court of 

Canterbury. 

<« In the Name of GOD, Amen.^l, JOHN ELWES, 
<' of Stoke, in the County of Suffolk, Efquire, do make 
<< and declare this writing to be my laft will and tefta- 
<^ ment, in manner following : (that is to fay) In the 
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«< 



f« 



THE LATE JOHN ELWES, ESQ. 85 

^ firfl place, I dircA that all my juft debts, funeral, and 
•* teftamentary expences, be paid as foon^as conveniently 
** may be. after my deceafe. And I do give, devife, and 
^ bequeath, all and every my real eftates, mefluages or 
tenements, farms, lands, tythes, and hereditaments/ 
(ituate, (landing, lying, and being in the feveral pariflies 
** or places of Stoke, Thaydon, and Marcham, in the 
** counties of Suffolk, Eflex, and Berks, with all and 
** every the barns, (tables, outhoufes, buildings, and ap- 
*' purtenances thereunto belonging ; and all other my 
** real eftates whatfoever and wherefoever (ituate, (land- 
*' ing, lying, or being, with their and every of their 
** rights, members and appurtenances; and al(b all and 
** every my perfonal edate, goods, chattels and eSeds 
<< whatfoever, and of what nature, kind, or quality (b* 
<' ever^ or wherefoever the fame may be, unto my fi>n, 
'* George Elwes, now living and re(iding at my manfion- 
*^ houfe at Marcham, in the county of Berks, and my 
^< fon, John Elwes, late a lieutenant in his Majefty's (e« 
f^ cond troop of horfe guards, and ufually refiding at my 
** man(ion-houfe at Stoke, in the county of Suiiblk^ 
^* equally to be divided between them, (hare and (hare 
^^ alike; to have and to hold all and every my faid real 
<^ and perfonal e(btes whatfoever and wherefoever, with 
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*' the rights, privileges, and appurtenances thereunto. 
« belonging or^ppertaining, unto them my faid fons, 
" George Elwes and John Elwes, and their heirs^ ex- 
«< ecutorsy adminiftrators, and a(Egns for ever more, 
<« equally to be divi<Ied between them as tenants in com- 
<< moo. And I do hereby dire£t, that the executors of 
*< this my will do and ihall, as Toon as conveniently may 
** be after my death, pay all and every fuch legacies or 
<< bequefts as I may think fit to give to apy perfon 
** whomfoever, by any codicil, or paper writing in the 
<' nature of a codicil, or teftamentary fchedule, to be 

<' written or figned by me, whether the fame (hall op 
** fliall not be attefted by any fubfcribing witnefles. 
** And I do nominate, conijtitute, and appoint my faid 
<' fons, George Elwes and John Elwes, executors of this 
<< my laft will and tcftament; and hereby revoking all 
<' former wills by me at any time heretofore made, do 
** make and declare this uniting only as and for my laft 
<< will and teilament. In witnefs yirhereof, I the laid 
*« John Elwes have to this writing, contained in two 
<* iheets of paper, which I declare as and for my laft 
<* will and teflament, fet my hand and feal^ (tliat is to 
<< fay) my hand to each of the faid Iheets, and my hand 
** and feal to this laft ilieet, and to the label by which 

« they 
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« they are affixed together, the fixth day of Auguft, one 
<* thoufand feven hundred and eighty-fixf 

« JOHN ELWES." 

r 

" Signed, fealed, publiflied, and declared by the faid 
«* John Elwes, as and for his laft will and teftament, 
♦« in the prefence of us, who in his prefence, and in 
^^ the prefence of each other, and at his requeft, have 
<* fubfcribed our names as witnefles to the execution 
"thereof. 

*• FELIX BUCKLEY. 

"EDWARD TOPHAM. 

" THOMAS INGRAHAM." 

^< November 27, 1789. — ^On which day appeared per- 
«« fonally George Elwes, of Marcham, in the County of 
" Berksj Efq. and John Elwes, of Stoke, in the County' 
^* of Suffolk, Efq. and made oath^ that they are the fons 
<' and executors named in the laft will and teftament of 
<' John Elwes, late of Stoke, in the County of Suffolk^ 
*' but at Marcham, in the County of Berks, Efq. deceafl 

ed, who departed this life on the 26th inftant. 
And the(e deponeiits further depole^ that iince the ' 

death of the £ud decealed, they have carefully and di- 
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*' ligently fearched amongft the f id dec^fed's papers of 
" moment and. concern, for a codicil or other teftament- 
** ary paper, which might be made and executed by him, 

'< the deceafed, and refered to by him in his laft will and 
f tefbunent hereunto annexed, and that they have not 
** been able to fipd any paper writing whatever of a 
** teftamentary nature, fave and except the faid laft will 
<< and teftament of the laid deceafed, hereunto annexed 
** as aforefaid, bearing date the fixth day of Auguft, in 
** the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and 
" eighty-fix. 

" GEORGE ELWES. 

•^ JOHN ELWES." 

«< The fame day, the faid George Elwes and Jcrfm 
«* Elwes, Efquires, were duly fwom to the truth of this 
<* affidavit, before me, 

« GEORGE HARRIS, Surr. Pref. 
« JAMES HESELTINE, Not. Pub." 

<* Proved at Ixmdon, the ajth of November, 1789^ 
" before the Worfhipful George Harris, Do£br of 
** Laws and Surrogate, by the oaths of George Elwes 
<< and John Elwes, Efquires, the fons and executors, to ^ 

«< whom 
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** whom adminiftratioa was granted| having been firft 
^' fworn duly to adminifter. 

" GEORGE GOSTLINai 

" JAMES TOWNLY, >Deputy RegiftcR. 

" ROBERT DOD WELL, J 

The property here difpofed of, may amount, perhaps* 
to jhe hundred thouf and pounds. The entailed ejlates fall 
to Mr. Timms, fon of the late Richard Timms, Lieu* 
tenant Colonel of the Second Troop of Horfe Guards. 

The fons, named by Mr. Elwes in the will above^ 
were his natural children, by Elizabeth Moren, formerly 
his houfekeeper at Marcham in Berkfliire. 

In mentioning thefe gentlemen as '< his natural chiU 
dren," my refpeft for them, I am fure will not be dimU 
niflied : and a ring of no fmall value, lately fent to me 
by George Elwes, Efquire, in memory of their father, 
tells me I hold fome place in their efteem. On the 
fubjefl of natural children, what the facetious Dick 
Beckford once faid fo well, no man need be afliamed to 
repeat — " when fo many unnatural children are abroad^ 
I never (hall blufli to be called the natural child of my 
father." 

A fenttment like this^ wiU not mifl>ecome the Tons of 

Mr. 
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Mr. Etwes : and as from the large property vAnch had 
fallen to their fhare, fome rank in fociety muft be theirs 
alfo, that property will only be a benefit, or otherwife, 
as it is or is not well employed. In the perfon of their 
father, they have ften how fmall may be the advantage 
of enormous wealth ; how little the happinefs it confers, 
when confined : and that given to us for good or plea- 
lurable purpofes, for private or public ends, riches are a 
blefiing, only as they are ufed. 

If thefe hints be of fervice, their father will not have 
4ived in vain: and that thefe hints (hall not be difre- 
garded, is their peculiar duty — for never yet has that 
prodigy been (hewn to mznkind-^of one family being 
mifers through THREE generations. 
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Elwes, fhortly after executing his will, gave, 
by letter of attorney, the power of managing and re- 
ceiving, and paying all his monies, into the hands of 
Mr* Ingraham, his lawyer, and his youngeft fon, John 
Elwes, Efquire, who had been his chief agent for fome 
time. 

Indeed the aft was by no means improper. The lap** 
fes of his memory had now become frequent and glaring. 
All recent occurrences he foigot entirely ; and as he ne- 
ver committed any thing to writing, the confufion he 
made was inexpreflible. As an inftance of this, the fol« 
lowing anecdote may ferve. He had one evening given 
a draft upon Meflrs. Hoares, his bankers, for twenty 
pounds ; and having taken it into his head, during the 
night, that he had over-drawn his account, his anxiety 
was unceaiing. He left his bed, and walking about his 
room with that Uttk feverijh irritation that always dit 
tinguifhed him, waited with the utmoft impatience till 

morning 
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morning came, when, on going to his banker with an 
apology for the great liberty he had taken, he was aflured 
there was no occafion for his apology, as he happened 
to have in their hands, at that time, the fmall fum of 
fourteen thouf and /even hundred pounds ! 

However lingular this a£t of forgetfulnefs may appear, 
it will yet ferve to mark, amidft all his anxiety about 
money, that extreme eonfcientioujnejsy which was to the 
honour of his character. If accident placed him in debt 
to any perfon, even in th cmod trivial manner, he was 
never eafy till it was paid ; and it fliould be noted, that 
never was he known on any occafion to fall In what he 
fald. Of the pun£luality of his word^ he was fo fcru- 
puloufly tenacious, that no perfon ever requefted better 
fecurity ; and he vtras fo particular in every thing of pro-> 
mife, that in any appointment of meeting, or the hour 
di it, be exceeded even military exa£lnefs. 

The fummer of 1788, Mr. Elwes pafled at his houfe 
in Welbeck-fireet, London ; and he pafled that fummer 
without any other fociety than that of two maid-fervants, 
for he had now given up the expence of keeping any 
male domeftiq. His chief employment uied to be that of 
getting up early in a morning to vi(it fome of his houfes 
in Marybone, which, during the rummer, were repairit^. 

As 
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As he wais there generally at four o'clock in a mornings 
he was of courfe on the fpot before the workmen ; and 
he ufed contentedly to fit down oD the fteps before the 
door^ to fcold them when they did come. The neighs 
hours who ufed to fee him appear thus regular every 
morning, and who concluded, from his apparel, he wa^ 
one of the workmen, obferved, ** there never was fo 
pundual a man as the old carpenter. ^^ During the whole 
morning he would continue to run up and down (lairs, 
to fee the men were not idle for an inftant, with the {ame 
anxiety as if his whole happinefs in life had been cen<- 
tered in the finifliing this houte, regardlefs of the greater 
property he had at (lake in various places, and for ever 
employed in the mtnutia only of affairs. Indeed fucb 
was his anxiety about this houfe, the rent of which was 
net above fifty pounds a years, that it brought on a fever, 
which nearly coil him his life : but the fate which drag- 
ged him on thus (Irangely, to bury him under the load 
of his own wealth, feemed as refiftlefs as it was unac- 
countable. 

In the mufcular and unencumbered frame of Mr. 
Elwes, there was every thing that promifed extreme 
length of life : and he lived to above feventy years of 
age, without any natural dljorder attacking him : but 

as 
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as Lord Bacon has well obferved, " the minds of Tome 
men are a latnp that is continually burning ;" and fuch 
was the mind of Mr. Elwes. Removed from thofe 
occafional public avocations which had once engaged 
his attention, mon^ was now his only thought. He 
rofe upon m^/i^— upon momy he lay down to reft ; and 
as his capacity funk away from him by degrees, he 
dwindled from the real cares of his property, into the 
puerile concealment of a few guineas. This little (lore 
he would carefully wrap up in various papers, and de- 
pofiting them in different corners, ^ould amufe himfelf 
with running from one to the other, to fee whether they 
were all fafe. Then forgetting, perhaps, wliere he had 
concealed fome of them, he would become as ferioufly 
afflided as a man might be who had loft all his pro« 
perty. Nor was the day alone thus fpent — ^he would 
frequently rife in the middle of the night, and be heard 
walking about different parts of the houfe, looking after 
what he had thus hidden and forgotten. 

Xfft ! thou perturbed fpirit I—reft ! 

Is an apoffarophe that here would have met real caufc 
for its addrefs — ^not in the vrild fancy of the bard^ body- 
ing forth ideal forms and phantoms of the brain, but ice 

the 
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the fettled third after one obje£l, for ever preying upon 
the mind, and getting ftrange nniaderfhip over it. Then* 
;^s memory wore away, and reafon became weaker and 
weaker ftill, exhibiting a wondrous pifture of avarice 
rifing over the ruins of the underftanding ; the mind all 
laid wade before it, and the body at length falling a 
iacrlfice to feverifh imagination* Prepofterous paflionl 
that *< feemed to grow by what it fed on ;" ftill more 
unfated when defire could have no room for w^it, and 
when the powers of enjoyment were all clofed ! 

It was at this period, and at feventy-fix years old, ot 
Ijpwards, that Mr. Elwes began to feel, for the firft time, 
fome bodily infirmities from age. He now experienced 
pccafional attacks from the gout ; on which, with his 
ufual perfeverance, and with all his accuftomed antipathy 
to apothecaries, and their &'/&, he would fet out to walk 
as hr and as faft as he could. While he was engaged 
in this painful mode of cure, he frequently loft himfelf 
ki the ftreets, the names of which he no longer remem« 
bered, and was as frequently brou^t home by fome er-^ 
rand-boy, or ftranger, of whom he had enquired his way. 
On thefe oecafions he would bow and thank them, at 
the door, with great civility ; but he never indulged theni 
with a fight of the infide of the houfe.. 

Puring the winter of 1 789, the laft winter Mr. Elwes 
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was fated to fee, his memory vifibly weakened every day ; 
and from the unceaiing wiih to fave money, he now be^' 
gan to apprehend he (hould die in want of it. Mr. Gib-' 
ion had been appointed his builder, in the room of Mr. 
Adam ; and one day, when this gentleman waited upon 
him, he faid, with apparent concern—" Sify pray con- 
fider in what a wretched ftate I am ; you fee in what 
a good houfe I am living — and here are five guineas, 
which is all I have at prefent ; and how I flial! go on 
. with fuch a fum of money, puzzles me to death — I dare 
fey you thought I was rich ; now you fee how it isT' 

In the fpring of this year, the elded fon of Mr. Elwes, 
Mr. George Elwes, married a young lady, not lefs dif'^ 
tinguifhed for her engaging manners than for her beauty^ 
She was a Mifs Alt, of Northamptonfhire, and is the 
god-daugliter of Mr. Haftings. She is indeed a lady 
of whom any father might be proud ; but pride or even 
concern, in thefe matters, were not paflions likely to^ 
aiFe£t Mn Elwes, as a circumflance which happened a 
few years before, in a cafe not diflimilar, will prove: 
/ Mr. George Elwes had, at that time, paid his addref* 
lbs to a niece of Dodor Noel, of Oxford, who, of courfe, 
thought it proper to wait upon old Mr. Elwes, to apprize 
him of the circumftance, and to a(k his confent. Old 
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Mr. Elwes had not the lead objedion. Dodor Noel 
tvas very happy to hear it, as a marriage betwixt the 
young people "might be produ£live of happinefs to both. 
Old Mr. Elwes had not the lead objedion to any body 
marrying whatever. «* This ready acquiefcence is fo 
obliging ! " faid the Doftor — " but, doubtlefs, you feel 
for the mutual wiihes of the parties." " I dare fay I do," 
replied the old gentleman. '< Then, Sir,*' faid Doflor 
Noel, '' you have no objedion to an immediate union ? 
you fee I talk freely on the fubjeS." Old Mr. Elwes 
had no objedion to any thing. " Now then, Sir," ob- 
ferved Dodor Noel, ** we have only one thing to fettle;' 
and you are fb kind, there can be no difEcuIty about the 
matter; as I fhall behave liberally to my niece — ^What do 
you mean to give your fon?" — " Give /" faid old Elwes, 
** fure I did not fay any thing about giving ; but if you 
wifli it fo much, I will give my confentJ* 

The word give^ having ftuck in the throat of the 
EJwes family for two generations— the tranfadioa 
ended altogether. 

That the above anecdote is literally a fad, Dodor 
Noel can teftify, who that day difcovered there was more 
than one Jhort word in the Englifh language, to which 
there is no reply. 

H The 
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'The clofe of Mr. Elwes's life was ftifi referved for 
one Angularity more, and which wiU not be hekl k& 
Angular than all that has paifed before it, when hts dif^ 
pofition and his advanced age aie confidered. He gavf 
away his aiFe£lions : he oonccivcd the Under peffion.-*^ 
In plain terms, having been accufiocbed for fome time 
to pafs his hours, out of oec(momy, with the two vcaai 
fervants in the kitchen — ^one of them had ^e art to in-' 
duce him to fall in love with her; and it is matter dt 
^ubt, had it not been dilcovered, whedxer flie would 
not have had the power over him to have made hini 
marry her. 

Had Mr. Elwes, at near eighty years of age, and witk 
property amounting to almoft a million of mcmey*— 
thus clofed his extraordinary life by a marriage in the 
iifchen, it would indeed have added one feature more to 
that Angular memoir, which the life of this gentleman 
has prefented to the public ! and which, iince the be* 
ginning of time, c^tainly never had a pardlel ! 

But good fortune, and the attention of his friends^ 
Taved him from this laft aA— in which, perhaps, the 
pitiable infirmity of nature^ weakened and worn dowh 
by age and perpetual anxiety, is in fome meafure to 
be called to account. At thofe moments, when the 
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cares of money left him fomewhat of €afe, he had no 
domeftic fcene of happinefs to which he could fly— 
and therefore felt with more fenfibility, any a£t of 
kindnefs that might come from any quarter : and thus 
when his fons were abfent, having no one near him 
whom principle made affiduous — ^thofe who might be 
interejiedf too frequently gained his attention. 

Mr. George Elwes having now fettled at his feat 
at Marcham, in Berkfhire, he was naturally defirous, 
that in the afliduities of his wife, his father might at 
length find a comfortable home. In London he was 
certainly moft uncomfortable : but ftill, with thefe tempt- 
ations before and behind him, a journey, with any ex- 
pence annexed to it, was infurmountable. This, how- 
ever, was luckily obviated by an offer from Mr. Partis, 
a gentleman of the law, to take him to his ancient feat 
in Berklhire, with his purfe perfeftly whole — a cir- 
cumftance fo pleafing, that the general intelligence 
which renders this gentleman fo entertaining, was not 
adequate to it in the opinion of Mr. Elwes. But there 
was one circumftance ftill very diftrefling — the old gen- 
tleman had now nearly worn out his lad coat, and he 
would not buy a new one ; his fon, therefore, with a 
pious fraud that did him honour, contrived to get Mr, 
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Partis to buy him a coat, and make him a prefent of 
it. Thus> formerly having had a good coat^ then a bad 
one» and, at laft, no coat at oU-^-he was kind enough to 
accept one from a neighbour. 



/ 



NUMBER 



THE LATE JOHN ELWES, ESQ. J04 



NUMBER XII. 



o 



'N the day before Mr. Elwes took his gratuitmt 
journey into Berklhire, he delivered to Mr. Partis that 
copy of his laft will and teftament, which he himfelf 
had kept, to be carried to Meflrs. Hoares, his bankers* 
Mr. Partis pundually fulfilled his requeft, and this wa9 
the copy proved in Dodlors Commoqs after tfa^ d^^tb 
of Mr. Elwes.. 

Mr. Elwes carried with hitn into Berklhire, fiueguU 

neas and an half^ and half a crown^ . Left the mehtiooi 
of this fum may appear fingular, it fhould be laid, that 
previous to his journey, he had carefully wrapped it up 
in various folds of paper, that no.part of it might be loft.- 
On the arrival of the old gentlemany Mr. George. Elwes 
and his wife, whofe good temper might well be expeded 
to . charm away the irritations of avarice and age, ' did 
every thing they could to make the countr}^ a fcene of 
quiet to hiin. But <* he had that, within", which bafr 
fled ^ery effort of this kind. Of his heart it. might fe» 
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faid, " there was no peace in Ifrael." His mind, caft 
f away upon the vaft and troubled ocean of his property, 

extending beyond the bounds of his calculation, returned 
to amufe itfelf wit& fetching and carrying about a few 
guineas, which in that ocean, was indeed a drop. But 
^ Nature had now carried on life nearly as far as fhe was 

^ble«-^The Yand Was almoft run out: for againft fuch 
^eafeleis inquietudes, what power of body could refift? 
- His very iingulgr appetite Mr. Elwes retained till 
within a few days of his dillblution, and walked on fixX 
twelve miles but a fortnight before he died. 

The firft fymptom& of more immediate decay, was 
his inability to enjoy his reft at night.. Frequently 
Would he be heard at midnight as if ftruggling with fome 
Me in his chamber, and crying out, ** L will keep my 
lnoney> I will ; nobody fhall rob me of my property !'* 
On any one of the family going into his room, he 
would flart from this fever of anxiety, and, as if waking 
from a troubled dream, again hurry into bed, and feem 
tinconfcious of what had happened. 

At other times, when perfediy awake, he would walk 
I to the fpot where he had hickfen his money, to fee if 

it was fafe. One night, while in his waking ftate, he 
mifled bis trcafuren that great fum oifve guineas and 
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cn halfy and half a crown! That great fum which he 
carried down into Berkfhire as his laft, deareft pleafure \ 
That great fum, which at times folaced and diftrafted 
the laft noonnents (rfa man, whofe property, nearly reach- 
ing to a million^ extended itfelf almoft through 4V£ry 
^ounty in EnglaiuL 

The circumftances of the lofs were thefe : — 
Mr, Partis, who was then with him in Berklhire» 
was waked one morning about two o'clock by the noife 
of a naked foot, feemiqgly walking about his bed-chamT 
her with great caution. Sonoewhat alarmed at the cir- 
cutnft^nce, he naturally aflced, " \yho is there?" on 
which a "p^iqxk coming up towards the bed^ faid with 
gre^t civility—** Sir, my name is Elwes ; I have been 
unfortunate enough to be robbed in this houfe, which I 
believe is mine, of all the money I have in the world— 
fffive guineas and em half and half a crown T*"^^^ Dear 
Sir," replied Mr. Partis, " I hope you arc miftaken; 
do not make yourfelf uneafy." — " O!. no, no ;" rejoined 
the old gentleman; " It's all true: and really, Miv 
Partis, with fuch a fum— I fliould have liked to have 
feen the end of it.'* 

, . This unfortuna^te fum was found a few days after in 
a corner behind the window Ihuttcr." 
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It was now the autumn of the year 1789, and the 
progrefs of each day took fomething away from his un* 
derftanding. His memory was gone entirely: his per- 
ception of things was decreafing very rapidly ; and as the 
mind became unfettled, guAs of the moft violent paffion 
ufurped the place of his former command of temper. 
That courtefy, once fo amiable in his manners and his 
addrefs, was now confpicuous no longei* ; and there ap- 
peared no particle of his mental qualities that did not 
feem to have furvived themfelves. 

For fix weeks previous to his death, he had got a 
cuftom of going to reft in his cloaths, as perfeftly drefled 
as during the day. He was one morning found faft afleep 
betwixt the (heets, with his (hoes on his feet, his ftick 
in his hand, and an old torn hat upon his head. 
- On this circumftance being difcovered, a fervant was 
fet to watch, and take care that he undrefled himfelf; 
yet fo defirous was he of continuing this cuftom, that 
he told the fervant, with his ufual providence about mo- 
ney, that if he would not take any notice of him, he 
would leave him fomething in his will. 

On the i8th day of November 1789, Mr. Elwes 
difcovered figns of that utter and total weaknefs, which^ 
in eight days, carried him to his grave. On the evening 
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of the firft day he was conveyed to bed— from which he 
rofe no more. His appetite was gone — he had but a 
faint recollection of any thing about him 4 and his laft 
coherent words were addrefled to his fon, Mr. John 
Elwesy in hoping *« he had left him what he wiflied." 
On the morning of the 26th of November, he expired 
without a figh ! — ^with the eafe with which an infant 
goes to fleep on the breaft of its mother, worn out with 
** the rattles and the toys" of a long day. 

One ftrange circumftance I cannot here omit to men- 
tion: — ^fome days previous to the death of his father, Mr. 
John Elwes was returning from an eftate he had juft 
purchafed, in Qloucefterihire, with a clergyman, to whom 
he had given the living. On his journey a ftrange pre- 
fentiment came acrofs his mind, that he ihould fee his 
father but once again. The idea was fo ftrongly im- 
preiled upon his thoughts, that he fat out in the middle 
of the night to reach Marcham: he did reach it, and was 
in time to be witnefs of that fight which moft afflids a 
good fon, on the fubje£l of a father — ^he beheld him 
expire. 

Thus died Mr. Elwes, fortunate in eicaping from a 
world he had lived in too long for his own peace ! 

I have now fulfilled my promife to the public — I have 
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prefented before their view the portrait of that extraor* 
dinaiy man, whofe life will not haftily be forgotten in 
this conntry. In faying this, I fliould indeed bhiih, 
could I take to noiyfelf any merit in the detail of it.— 
No; I am free to fay-«4t has not the fmallefl claim of 
that fort ; but it is worthy fome attention with the pub- 
lic, as being the faithful and accurate tranfcript of a man 
the mod fingular this country ever produced, long and 
intimately known to me ; and whofe manners, fpite of 
(bme defeds, I ihall ever reverence and refpeiS. For, 
it will happen, that the pureft charaders are not always 
l!hofe which are loved the mod. A rougfanefs of man^ 
ner, and a temper that is imperious, will, for ever, pre- 
vent aSedlion, however highly we may think of integrity 
or virtue. In the mildnefs of Mr. £lwes*s manners, and 
in the finifhed politenefi of his addrefs, dieie was more 
than a counterbakuice for all his fingularities. You ef« 
teemed him, perhaps, more than you ou^t; and even 
his faults feemed to fpring from an infirmity that you 
pitied, more than abhorred. 

In giving his charaSer, J have entered into the minu- 
tiae, and all the little anecdotes of private life— for there, 
and there only, can the real chara£ter be feen. — Life 
when '* full dreifed,'.' is always alike. It refembles the 
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foldier on the parade, habited In one uniform, and ailing 
with an uniformity that is equal to his habit. 

The fentimenty which, doubtlefs, will arife in the 
minds of thofe who have perufed this account, will, per- 
haps, thus clofe with me, the refult of all I have faid. 

Mr. Elwes, as one of the commons of England, in 
three fucceffive parliaments, maintained a condu£l which 
purer times might have been glad to boaft, and which 
bter times may be proud to fiJlow, The minifter thai 
influenced him' was — his confcience. He obeyed no 
tnandate, but his opinion. He gave that opinion as be 
held it to be right. 

In one word, his public condudl lives after him, pure, 
and without a (lain ! 

In private life, he was chiefly an enemy to himfetf. 
To cithers he lent much — to himfelf he denied every 
thing. But in the puifuit of his property, or the reco- 
very 4>f it, I have not, tn my. remembrance, one isnkind 
thing that was ever done by him* 

But that great objc£l which rifcs hi^eft to the view 
out of the profped of his varied life — ^let me again en« 
force upon this page. That objedi is, the infufficiency of 
wealth abne to confer happinefs. For who, after the 
pcrufiJ. of the life of Mr. Elwes (hall fay — I am r/VA— 
and therefore I (hall be happy ^ 

Every 
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Eveiy circumftance of the memoirs here written, 
proves the fallacy of this hope. Biit ftill has fuch a life 
had its purpofe. For if it ihould add one circumftaAce 
confolatory to poverty^ — ^while it ei;iforces the extreme andl 
perfefl vimity of wealth — then has fuch a life, as that of 
Mr. Elwes, not been in vain. 

Such be the wreathe that ipy humble hand now ftrew^ 
pver his grave! a wreathe where flattery has not furnifli-r 
cd one fingle flower;-— but not wholly unadorned is it, 
for it is the tribute.- of truth I As fuoh, I give it to his 
utemory ; and at a mometit when praife or blame can 
afFeft him no more. 



guppleitieutary to the ab<)ve, I fubjoin the following moft 
' beautiful infcrlption^ as one of the very few literary 
- compofitions to which Mr. Elwes ever paid atten<^ 
. tion ; and it is tb the credit of his. literary tafte. It 

was communicated to me T>y Mr. Ruggles, a very 
. able and well informed magiflrate for the county of 
. Eflex, who had it from Mr. Elwes himfelf ; and the 
. lines in italics were marked by the pen of Mr, Elwes, 
u as being peculiarly beautiful.: They were written 
...by the firft Lord Hervey, a brother of the lady tp 

whofe memory they were infcribed. 
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TO THE MEMORY OF 

LADT E. MANSELL, 

KlECE TO THE MOTHER OF SIR HERVBY ELWES, 

Vive pius, moriere piust cole facra! colentem 
Mors gravis e templis in cava buda trahatl 

Tho' the whole life ihould paft without a (lain, 
"With Piety, alike in health or pain. 
To Heav'n refign'd ftill Death fhall be thy doom, 
And f natch thee from the Altar to the Tomb. 

THE INSCRIPTION. 

Beneath the covering of this little ftonc, 
Lie the poor flirunk, yet dear, remains of One, 
With merit humble, and with virtue fair, 
With knowledge modefl, and with wit fincere ; 
Upright in all the focial calls of life, 
Thtjiriend, the daughter, Jiftery and the wife! 
$0 juft the difpofition of her foul, 
Kature left Reafon nothing to controul : 
Firm, pious, patient, affable of mind, 
Happy, in life, and yet in death refign'd I. 
Jufi in the zenith ofthofe golden days 
When the mind ripens e'er the form decays^ 
The hand of Fate for ever cut her thread. 
And left the world to weep that virtue fled. 
Its pride tohen livings and its grief when dead! 
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THE FOLLOWING 

EPITAPH ON MR. ELTFES, 

Is copied from the Chelmsford Chronicle. Its heautUs^ 
and the Jlrlking pi^un of the man whoje memory it is 
intended to perpetuate^ will be a fufficient apology for 
introducing it. 
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ERE, to man's honour, or to man's difgrace^ 
Lies a ftrong picture of the human race 
In Elwes' form; — ^whofe fpirit, heart, and mind« 
Virtue and vice in firmeft tints combin'd ; 
Rough was the rock, but blended deep with ore. 
And bafe the mafs— rthat many a diamond bore ; 
Meannefs to grandeur, folly joined to fenfe. 
And av'rice coupled with benevolence : \ 
Whofe lips ne'er broke a truth, nor hands a truft. 
Were fometimes warmly kipd — and always juft: 
With power to reach Ambition's higheft births J 

He funk a mortal — groveling to the earth ; 
Loft in the luft of .adding pelf to pelf, 
Poor to the poor-r-ftill poorer to himfelf ; 
A foe to none, to many oft a friend : 
Cold as to give, but generous to lend, 
Whofe wants, that nearly bent to all but ftealth. 
Ne'er in his country's plunder dug for wealth ; 
Call'd by her voice-«but call'd without expence. 
His nobl^ nature rous'd in her defence; 
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And in the fenate labouring in her caufe^ 
^ The firmeft guardian of the faireft laws 

He flood; — and each inftin^ive taint above» 

To every bribe prefer 'd a people's love; 

Yet ftill with no ftern patriotifm fir'd, 

Wrapt up in wealth, to wealth again retir'd : 

By Penury guarded from Pride's fickly train 

Livingf a length of days without a pain, 

And, adding to the millions never try'd, 

Lov'd — pity'd — fcorn'd — and honour'd — Elwes dy'o! 

Learn from this proof, that in life's tempting fcene^ 

Man is a compound of the great and mean; 

Difcordant qualities together ty'd. 

Virtues in him and vices are ally'd: 

The fport of follies, or of crimes the heir. 

We all the mixtures of an Elwes fhare. 

Pondering his faults — then ne'er his worth difown^ 

But in his nature, recollect thine own ; 

And think — for life and pardon where to tnift. 

Was God not Mercy, when his creatures' duft.— 
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